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Cameroon 


President Biya Appoints New Prime Minister 


AB2504164891 Paris AFP in English 1528 GMT 
25 Apr Yl 


jiext) Yaounde, April 25 (AFP}—President Paul Biya 
on Thursday [25 April] named the head of his presiden- 
tial office. Sadou Hayatou, as prime minister of 
Cameroon, a post Mr. Biya once held but abolished in 
1985. Mr. Hayatou. a northerner born at Garoua in 
1942. has a reputation for probity and is well trusted by 
the international financial community, where he became 
known in his first government post as finance minister. 
His appointment follows almost a month of politically 
related strikes and demonstrations all around the 
country in which at least a score of people were killed. 


The opposition parties legalised since December have 
been putting pressure on Mr. Biya to hold a national 
conference on Cameroon's political future. He has stead- 
fastly refused. but at a special sitting early in the week, 
parliament amended the Constitution to restore the 
premier’s post, and also voted a general amnesty for 
political detainees. Mr. Biya’s party currently holds all 
the 150 seats in parliament, and he signed the two new 
laws within 24 hours. 


Mr. Hayatou ts to lead an interim government until early 
general elections by the end of the year. He was previ- 
ously planning and territorial development minister, 
then held the agriculture portfolio before taking over as 
secretary-general in Mr. Biya’s office. 


A top member of the ruling Cameroon People’s Demo- 
cratic Movement, politburo member Francois Sengat 
Kuo, meanwhile spoke out in favour of a national 
conference, and also suggested the international struc- 
tures of the party itself needed more democracy. He said 
he belonged to a progressive wing facing conservatives in 
the party, in which he was political secretary until last 
June. Only a national conference could clear up the 
current politically disturbed situation, he argued in a 
statement to AFP. He also criticised Mr. Biya’s stated 
intention of staying on as party chief, saying it was basic 
to democracy that the country’s president should keep 
his distance from any political party so as to be “presi- 
dent of all the citizens.” 


Prime Minister's Situation Viewed 


AB2504212891 London BBC World Service 
in English 1709 GMT 25 Apr 91 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] Cameroon has a new prime minister, appointed to 
the post recreated by President Biya on Monday [22 April] 
as part of his efforts to reach some kind of compromise 
with the opposition. The country has been in considerable 
turmoil with demands by the opposition for a political 
amnesty and a national conference. So the new prime 


CENTRAL AFRICA 1 


minister has quite a task ahead of him. Max Jarett asked 
Bili Herbert in Yaounde who the new man 1s: 


{Begin recording] {Herbert} The new prime minister of 
Cameroon is Mr. Sadou Hayatou. He was born in 1942. 
born into the royal family of Garoua, which 1s in the 
home town of Cameroon’s tormer leader, Ahmadou 
Ahidjo. Mr. Sadou Hayatou. before now held the post of 
secretary general of the Presidency of the Republic of 
Cameroon, and previously. he was minister of agricul- 
ture. minister of planning and regional development, 
and minister of finance. 


Well, | would say he is a Muslim, very deeply religious 
person, and the appointment of this aflernoon answers 
perhaps to two criteria: the religious balance and the 
regional balance they are trying to make with power in 
Cameroon. 


{[Jarett] President Biya is trying to play a unity card by 
appointing Mr. Hayatou who is trom the north, and 
President Biya ts from the south. But, really. could he not 
have done... [changes thought] do you not think he could 
have played a different card. uniting the English- 
speaking and the French-speaking Cameroonians by 
selecting an English-speaking prime minister? 


[Herbert] Well. | would not say that. It was almost 
impossible. We could see 1t coming. He could not take an 
anglophone. because an English-speaking speaker of the 
House of Assembly 1s already constitutional successor to 
the head of state. so he 1s the second person, by protocol. 
And he could not appoint another English-speaking 
person. as third person. by protocol. | think that the 
appointment of Hayatou... [changes thought] there was 
no need any more to balance on an English-speaking or 
French-speaking basis. 


[Jarret] Has the opposition reacted to his appointment? 


[Herbert] | would not say there has been any reaction yet 
from the opposition, but the prime minister was quick to 
react to his appointment. He gave an interview to 
Cameroon Radio, and he said his immediate job will be 
to form this transition government, and he will try to 
place this government under a three-fold banner: he will 
try to put the government under the banner of dialogue, 
consultation, and national reconciliation. And he said he 
would be inviting all Cameroonians indiscriminately, all 
of them, including opposition leaders. to help him so 
that they can build an atmosphere of tolerance and 
solidarity, so that they can find the necessary national 
consensus that he will need to help Cameroon find a new 
dynamism so as to overcome the economic crisis. 


{[Jarett] Bill, is Mr. Hayatou the sort of man who really 
can pull this off? | mean. is he very charismatic? Does he 
have a lot of respect among people or not? 


[Herbert] Mr. Hayatou ...[changes thought] It did not 
surprise people here that Mr. Hayatou was picked for 
prime minister. | would think that the majority of people 
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thought that he was the man for the job, because he 1s 
described as morally sane. he has got good integrity, 
good credibility. he 1s acceptable to the people. and 
generally. they think that he has got good contacts 
abroad. And for the job at hand. he has this economic 
inclination, having done economics himself. and trying 
to solve the economic crisis Of Cameroon, | think he was 
the person everybody was expecting would be appointed 
prime minister. [sentence as heard] 


[Jarett] What about law and order? Over the last few 
weeks, with just President Biya as president. there has 
been a problem with security forces clashing with dem- 
onstrators. How do you think that will be handled with 
Mr. Hayatou at the helm” 


[Herbert] | would say that the problem of the clashes and 
demonstrations these last tew days had to do with 
dialogue and consultation and a spirit of national recon- 
ciation which Mr. Hayatou talked about in his first 
interview. | think that there has been a complete absence 
of dialogue. complete absence of consultation, and there 
iS no effort to try to reconcile Cameroonians to the 
objectives they are pursuing. and if he really goes out for 
these objectives which he declared today. then I think he 
could calm down spirits here. 


[Jarett] So what about President Paul Biya now? Is his 
appointment of Mr. Hayatou a move to say that he ts 
going to be more toward the sidelines now, or is Mr. 
Hayatou really in a way just a puppet of President Biya. 
and President Biya 1s still going to be controlling the 
scene” 


[Herbert] President Biya will continue to control. He will 
continue to define government policy. Mr. Hayatou will 
elaborate. he will make sure that it 1s implemented. this 
government policy. He will be answerable to parliament. 
which will be sufficiently difficult for him, and I would 
say therefore that he will try to bring as much of his 
influence on the ministers that he will pick as he can. 
without necessarily walking on the president's toes. But I 
say the president remains very much in command. but 
he would have to drop some of powers to the prime 
minister, and that may make a big difference. [end 
recording} 


Hayatou Gives Statement 


AB2504213891 Yaounde Domestic Service in French 
1900 GMT 25 Apr Yl 


[Statement by Sadou Hayatou. newly apointed 
Cameroonian prime minister: place and date not 
given—recorded] 


[Text] The president of the Republic. His Excellency 
Paul Biya. has just appointed me prime minister and 
head of the government. I will immediately form the new 
Cabinet. It is a beghly difficult task that will require 
particular consul J ons. As you know, it will be a 
transition govern at which will carry out national 
business until th ext elections. 
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| would like to seize the opportunity to say that my 
government policy will be conducted under the triple 
symbols of dialogue, consultation, and national reconcil- 
iation so that we can all work together to reach the 
necessary national consensus to face the challenges of 
our mes, notably the one concerning our country, the 
fight against economic crisis. Consequently | appeal to 
all Cameroonians to join our efforts to break the wall of 
misunderstanding and exclusion and to make sure that 
all sons of this country enjoy peace and development in 
an atmosphere of tolerance and solidarity. Determina- 
tion can help us achieve our goal. Thank you. 


Information Minister Denies 40 Students Killed 
{82504221191 Paris AFP in French 2211 GMT 
23 Apr Yl 


[Text] Yaounde. 23 Apr (AFP)—This evening 
Cameroonian Information Minister Augustin Kontchou 
denied the persistent report here that 40 students were 
allegedly killed during disturbances at Yaounde Univer- 
sity. Speaking at a news conference, the minister said 
only one student. Ndam Souley. was killed on 11 April 
when his colleagues. suspecting him of being a police 
informer, threw a Molotov cocktail at him. 


According to Mr. Kontchou. the students arrested during 
the demonstrations at Yaounde University campus have 
all been released, with the exception of two, one of whom 
is suspected of taking part in Souley’s assassination while 
the other was reportedly arrested for possession of clas- 
sified documents labeled “defense secret.” 


Meanwhile, the minister said another student was killed 
in the western town of Bafang during an attack on a 
prison. He also confirmed that the current demonstra- 
tions in Cameroon had claimed about 20 lives. “The 
forces of law and order, who have been instructed not to 
fire at demonstrators, only did so when their lives were 
threatened or when the demonstrators wanted to besiege 
garrisons.” Mr. Kontchou said. 


According to him, the political tension 1s marked by 
three forms of action: Incitement to strikes. acts of 
violence, and appeal for political demonstrations. Con- 
cerning violence, the minister said the roving demonstra- 
tions staged in the various towns were often master- 
minded by Cameroonians not residing in these towns. 
The demonstrators will drive in at about 0300. spark a 
riot early in the morning, and drive away early in the 
afternoon. 


“Children are marched in front of the demonstrators.” 
the minister also said. adding that medical tests of the 
victims’ bodies indicated many were doped. Mr. Kont- 
chou stated that two tonnes of a chemical substance used 
for manufacturing drugs had been stolen from the 
Douala-based Rhone-Poulenc company. 


An investigation has been ordered to determine those 
responsible for the violence. the minister concluded. and 


FBIS-AFR-91-081 
26 April 1991 


he expressed satistaction with the fact that opposition 
parties have condemned the acts of vandalism in the 
country. 


* Japan To Open Embassy; Trade, Aid Surveyed 


Y1AFUO793B Yaounde CAMEROON TRIBUNE 
in French 31 Jan 91 pl 


[Article by Monda Bakoa] 


[Text] So Japan has opened an embassy in Yaounde. The 
news was released Monday by Japanese interim charge 
daffaires Mr. Keichi Kitaban, following an interview 
with External Relations Minister Mr. Jacques-Roger 
Booh Booh. 


Cameroon and Japan tied the diplomatic knot in 1960. 
But last week the Japanese ambassador accredited to 
Cameroon still lived in Libreville. Our country. for its 
part, has had its first ambassador residing in Tokyo since 
1987. Since Monday then, the group of the seven most 
industrialized countries is completely represented 
among us. We congratulate the Ministry of External 
Relations (Minrex). For a developing country. it 1s 
fundamental that credit be given to the policy of democ- 
ratization and liberalization that Cameroon ts following. 
according to a Minrex official. 


By eliminating the Libreville gap. the new diplomatic 
representation creates a base for closer and more direct 
contacts between Tokyo and Yaounde. Its establishment 
is One of the immediate results of the chief of state's visit 
to Japan last November. Invited to the coronation cere- 
monies for Japanese Emperor Aki Hito. President Biya 
met, in addition to political personalities, Japanese busi- 
ness officials. Specifically, the general director of the 
EXIMBANK [Export-Import Bank] and the presidents 
of the two largest participants in Japanese international 
cooperation, the JICA (Japanese International Coopera- 
tion Agency) and the OECF (Overseas Economic Coop- 
eration Fund). Through the EXIMBANK., the Japanese 
Government declared itself willing to contribute to 
financing the Cameroon structural adjustment program. 
in cooperation with the International Monetary Fund 
and the World Bank. In addition. the JICA and the 
OECF committed to financing new projects in 
Cameroon, through loans or donations: the construction 
of the Yaounde-Mbalmayo highway. a hydroelectric 
dam on the Ntem, etc. 


In the near term, Japanese loans for financing develop- 
ment projects will surpass 40 billion CFA francs. 
according to a reliable source. For the moment. these 
loans have been channeled toward modernizing a con- 
tainer terminal at the port of Douala. purchasing mate- 
rials for civil construction, and modernizing the road 
network. Japan has also financed numerous projects 
through grants to Cameroon. totalling around 6 billion 
CFA francs since 1960: purchases of fertilizers. develop- 
ment of a fishing industry, well drilling. increased food 
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production, warchouse construction, aid to victims of 
Lake Nyos, radio equipment, etc. 


In the area of trade. relations between the two countries 
have been regulated by an agreement signed in 1962 and 
by the international convention on the simplification of 
customs regulations of 18 March 1979. With a surplus in 
Cameroon's favor during the 1970's, the trade balance 
bei ween the two countries turned in favor of Japan in 
1975. This country is the third-largest exporter to 
Cameroon after France and the United States. Con- 
versely, Cameroon 1s one of the largest exporters to 
Japan in West Africa. In 1986. our country exported 
11.379 tons of tropical products to Japan. worth 11,379 
billion CFA francs. It umported 21.489 tons of merchan- 
dise from that country. with a value of 34.406 billion 
CFA tranes. 


Political Will 


Cultural cooperation 1s still tumid. Nevertheless. young 
Cameroonians have been trained in Japan in fields as 
varied as civil works, rail transport, agriculture. forestry. 
health. tourism. automobile mechanics, etc. 


The already excellent relations between the two coun- 
tries are becoming even closer thanks to the political will 
shown by both sides. The regular exchange of delegations 
iS testimony to this. In 1973, former President Ahmadou 
Ahidjo visited Japan. The chief of state’s visit in 
November was preceded a year earlier by that of Min- 
ister Jacques Roger Booh Booh. Japanese ministers and 
representatives regularly visit Cameroon. Prospects are 
good, Japan is ready to contribute to the transformation 
of Cameroonian primary materials. the extraction of 
mineral resources, the protection of projects, and the 
realization of numerous projects that are in the planning 
Stage: the construction of a domestic gas plani in Kribi. 
“Yaounde 2000.” and others. 


* French Educational Aid for Training, Manuals 


YIAFOT93C Yaounde CAMEROON TRIBUNE 
in French 31 Jan 91 p 4 


[Article by Lucie Moboto Fouda} 


[Text] Although the Cameroonian educational system 
has proved its effectiveness in producing elites of a high 
level among the recognized disciplines, difficulties still 
persist. Its resources were reduced because of the crisis 
and the State has had to reduce or eliminate subsidies 
aimed at vital projects. The educational system, if it 
remains the top priority. has unfortunately been unable 
to escape the rules of strict administration imposed at a 
difficult juncture. 


Thus France's aid and the interest it has several times 
shown in the harmonious and balanced development of 
the Cameroonian educational system are appreciated for 
their real value. The three agreements totalling 1.665 
billion CFA [African Financial Community] francs 
signed yesterday in Yaounde between France and 
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Cameroon thus mark a new stage in fruitful cooperation 
between the two countries linked by history. 


The first of the financing agreements 1s for a project 
aimed to support the training of trainers in the teaching 
of French, physical, and natural sciences. The second 
will finance the distribution of textbooks in the primary 
schools. The objective of this second project 1s to remedy 
the significant decline in purchases of textbooks by 
families as a result of their relatively high prices. By 
increasing the availability to Cameroonian students of 
books at prices accessible to the majority, France thus 
contributes to improving a system responsible for edu- 
cating a youth population considered the “leading edge 
of the Nation.” Nothing surprising in that when one 
considers that for a long time now, French teachers and 
trainers have been assigned to their Cameroonian coun- 
terparts and have put their expertise and experience in 
the service of the system. 


The third agreement will finance, through the Ministry 
of Industrial and Trade Development [Mindic] and for a 
duration of 18 months, the creation of a technical 
support cell to reorganize the cacao-coffee structure, the 
success of which is at the center of the government's 
current concerns. 


The amounts set aside for the three financing agreements 
include something on the order of 900 million CFA 
francs to support the textbooks and trainers. with the rest 
being earmarked for support for the Mindic. 


The French side was represented at the signing ceremony 
by Mr. Georges Boulogne. head of the Yaounde Coop- 
eration Mission. The Cameroonian Government was in 
turn represented by Planning and Territorial Develop- 
ment Minister Mr. Marcel Niat Njyifenfu. Mr. Joseph 
Mbou1, Minister of National Education. the first benefi- 
ciary of the funds granted to Cameroon. also attended 
the ceremony. 


* World Bank Aid Increases Over Last Five Years 


YIAFO7934 Yaounde CAMEROON TRIBUNE 
in French 1 Feb 91 p 3 


[Article by Jacqueline Abena Nlomo] 


[Text] Cooperation betweer the World Bank and 
Cameroon ts today almost a quarter century old. since 
that institution’s first interventions in our country in 
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1967. Since then. the World Bank has guaranteed 
financing of 54 projects for a total of more than 502 
bilion CFA [Afmecan Financial Community] francs. 
Among these activities, the agriculture-rural develop- 
ment sector has taken the lion’s share. with 26 projects 
alone. There were |4 in the transportation sector, three 
in public utilities, two un the PME [small- to medium- 
sized enterprises} sector, three in technical cooperation, 
and two in urban development. Total assistance from 
1967 to 1984 increased to $963 million, 288.9 bilhon 
CFA frances. 


But it 1s Only within the last five years that World Bank 
assistance has grown considerably. During that penod. 
in fact. total aid reached 213.6 bilhon CFA francs, 
compared to 288.9 billion granted in the previous 18 
years (1967-85). The World Bank is currently involved 
in 19 projects. 14 of which are in the process of being 
implemented and five of which are in preparation, both 
in the sectorial areas and in nonproyect finance. 


It is in precisely the latter, ever since Cameroon devel- 
oped a stabilization plan with the IMF, that the World 
Bank has made its greatest mark in recent years. With its 
support. our country has implemented a structural 
adjustment program that resulted in the grant of a 
structural adjustment loan of 45 bilhon CFA francs, of 
which only the first portion of 15 billion has been 
unblocked. The second portion could be made available 
in the coming weeks. That structural adjustment loan has 
been complemented by another of 2.7 bilhon CFA 
francs, for financing the Economic Administration Sup- 
port Project (PAGE). 


In order for the economic reforms that have been initi- 
ated to be supported by the people. the World Bank has 
agreed to lend 6.45 billion ($21.5 millon) for the DSA 
[Social Dimensions of Adjustment Program]. to protect 
the population from the adverse effects of implementing 
the adjustment policy. 


In addition to all these adjustment programs. five 
projects (food security, environment, agricultural 
improvement. transportation. rural infrastructure) are 
currently being prepared. for a cost estimated at 78 
billion CFA francs ($260 million) for fiscal year 1991. 


Overall. an example of exemplary cooperation, which 
has improved over the years and that will be further 
Strengthened by Mr. Michael Gillette's visit to our 
country. 
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Ethiopia 


President Mengistu Addresses Nation 19 Apr 


£.42004200091 Addis Ahaha Domestic Service 
in Amharic 1114 GMT 19 Apr 91 


[Speech by President Mengistu Haile-Maram in Addis 
Ababa—iive] 


[Text] Mothers, fathers, sisters. brothers and comrades: 
Those of you who say you are Ethiopians and love your 
country, and for various reasons are out of your country 
and living abroad: true children of Ethiopia and heroes 
who are sacrificing your dear lives on the various battle- 
fronts and fortifications for the unity. social well-being. 
peace. and justice of the Ethiopian people: 


Those of you who we call yourselves Ethiopians. but who 
deny this fact by not only betraying the country. the 
people. and history. but also your mothers and fathers. 
being supported. led. and pushed by Ethiopia's enemies. 
are the cause of the destruction and fall of your country 
and of the poverty, flight. death. and suffering of your 
compatriots, as well as of the unknown quantity of 
suffering of today’s Ethiopia: those of you who claim that 
you are struggling for the democracy and progress of the 
Ethiopian people and trade in the name of Ethiopia and 
the Ethiopian people. who knowingly or unknowingly. 
willingly or unwillingly insult your motherland and your 
compatriots, poison and hurt them with vour pens. and 
make them bleed with your guns: What | would like to 
tell you. before the basic things I want to present or 
explain to the Ethiopian people. 1s that we are all human 
beings. Whatever objective we stand for and whichever 
group or battlefront we belong to. whether we do good or 
bad. we are all mortals. 


What should not be forgotten is that the positive or 
negative results we achieved during our lifetime live 
forever, beyond our graves and long after we have passed 
away. They will be observed and seen to say something 
about us. Generations come and go. but countries and 
peoples are eternal. Ethiopia and Ethiopians are not like 
dust or fog. which quickly disappear. as some of us think 
and work for. Yes, maybe the suffering of our people 
may worsen: what we and our innocent and hardworking 
forefathers built can be destroyed: atrocities may make 
the innocent blood of our compatriots flow. 


The Ethiopian people. who are very proud of their 
freedom and fight for their unity. have not at a single 
time in history knelt down or accepted or subjugated 
themselves to external enemies who came with 
numerous weapons from time to time. Instead. they 
defeated all these power-hungry foreign enemies every 
time they invaded. 


Therefore, today. those of us who are out for construc- 
tion or destruction and are the actors on the present stage 
will be judged by millions of compatriots today and 
tomorrow. Accordingly. we may appear today for the 
popular verdict or tomorrow for the verdict of history. 
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We cannot escape this verdict. | wanted to mention this 
at this opportune moment to those who think they are 
real human beings and have a conscience. | think that we 
are first of all human beings and secoadly. Ethiopians. 
Those of us who think lkewrse should examine our 
objectives. Whom do our daily activities benefit and 
whom do they hur’? What will their future outcome be” 
We should have examined ourselves from this point of 
view, and we should have been led by our own con- 
sciences and judgement before being judged by the 
people and history so that we would have been saved 
from evil deeds. 


When I present this reminder or notice to both tnends and 
enemies at this histonc forum. | know that | wall be 
laughed at and ndiculed by those who are blinded by their 
selfishness and are undermining history. their country. and 
their compatnots. On the other hand. | will be ndiculed by 
those who say whatever we say should be accepted, every- 
thing should be done for our benefit. and say: Let no grass 
grow after | die. like a selfish animal: those who benefit 
from the situation, or those who are opportunistic. Some 
may say: Who are you and what have you been doirg” 
Some who are worned and disturbed by the current 
developments in the country may consider the issue as m) 
personal matter rather than an atrocity committed against 
the country and compatriots. If my basic train of thought. 
my commitment, and the objectives | stand for. as well as 
what I have achieved. have been different from the inter- 
ests of my mother country. Ethiopia. and my fellow 
Ethiopians—I leave judgement up to Ethiopia and my 
Ethiopian compatriots. 


Irrespective of what people say. however they interpret 
my actions, | am unequivocally disturbed when the 
Ethiopian people are disturbed. | am respected when the 
Ethiopian people are respected. and | bleed when the 
Ethiopian people bleed. because I have a heavy respon- 
sibility bestowed upon me by the Ethiopian people. In 
my personal stand as an Ethiopian and from the perspec- 
tve of the heavy responsibility bestowed upon me. my 
way of thinking is not: I do not care if the people do not 
understand and cooperate. let them learn from their 
agonies. My mind does not work like that. I just cannot 
say that. When I say that I bleed when the people bieed. 
it 1S NOt Out of emotion or just imagination. 


As the people know officially. when the people for the 
first time in their history rose spontaneously to do away 
with centuries of oppression. some groups who were 
trying to take advantage of that popular movement for 
their own ends observed my personal role in that histor- 
ical movement and realized that | was an obstacle to 
their long-term objective of destroying Ethiopia. They 
attacked me with bullets and bombs on 23 September 
1976. after waiting for an opportune moment. After that. 
these forces. who vowed that there would not be a 
country called Ethiopia and people called Ethiopians. 
conspired with Ethiopia's historic enemies and also rose 
against the Army and the Ethiopian people. If there are 
any people who believe that those people were my 
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personal enemies rather than forces who are oul to 
destroy the country. they should see this from the 
destructive deeds of those evil elements. 


The level of destruction thus far by these anti-unity 
elements, and the situation in our Country. 1s more than 
ever before clear and instructive. If there are those who 
have not drawn a lesson from this situation and think 
that this government and party a) > struggling to stay in 
power or are working to cling to their seats, then are the 
arms and comprehensive support those anti-unity cle- 
ments are receiving from the Sudanese. Libyan. Iraqi 
Governments and forces. and so on. for the untiy. 
democracy. and peace of the Ethiopian people’ 


Are those who are working against Ethiopia in countnes 
where the Ethiopian flag has been trampled upon by the 
fascists, in countnes where Zerai Deres [Entrean hero} 
fought the fascists with swords and the likes of Abdisa 
Aga [Oromo hero]. who broke out of the fascist dungeons 
in the fascists’ country and went into hiding and orga- 
nized other detainecs there and fought them in their own 
land, and in a city [Khartoum] where up to now they are 
sull boasting that they beheaded King Yohannes IV of 
Ethiopia—are they doing Ethiopia any good” Are they 
fighting against the government and its soldiers and not 
the people and the country? And if there are some who 
belreve this theory, then they have made a very grave 
mistake. 


Dear Ethiopian people. as 1s well known, at no stage. not 
even once, have I ever done anything for my own sake. 
As an individual and according to the authority and 
responsibilities | was given. what | decided and what | 
ordered to be decided. and what | advised and what | 
ordered to be advised has been only from the point of 
view of the objectives of the people. for the people. and 
with the people. My faith. support. and strength are the 
people. 


Most of the Ethiopian people. most of the Ethiopian 
combatanis, being the strong arm of their country and 
people. have to date been preserving their country with 
their blood and with their firm resolve. irrespective of 
the past 17 years of temptation. hardship. and decisive 
struggle. In ail the complex journeys of the struggle and 
victory, the Ethiopian Armed Forces and the People’s 
Militia have portrayed their trust and faith in me. | 
cannot find words to express my faith in the people for 
their practical solidarity. my indebtedness. respect. and 
love. despite changes in time and position. and even if 
we are faced with different man-made and natural 
calamities. 


When I say this. what I want the whole people and my 
comrades in arms to examine and understand with open 
hearts and thoughtful minds 1s: 


First: It 1s not that | am above all others or see myself as 
better than all the Ethiopian people. who love and are 
serving their country. 
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Second: According to the responsibilitu:s and posi rons | 
was given, what I have done and all the spheres | have 
participated in have been for the interests and benefit of 
my country and my fellow people and was based on a 
strong behef in them. Hence. above all there 1s nothing 
which can cnticize my Conscience as an individual. and 
it iS NOt responsibility. [sentence as heard] 


Third: What | am engaged in 1s not a political campaign 
to stay in power in the remaining pernod or in the future 


Fourth: This 1s just to let you compare the problems and 
tensions that an individual has in leading his own life 
and leading his own family. let along leading a country 
for 17 years. with the responsibilities of facing a very 
complex. challenging problem. and at times, some of the 
problems have no political or military solutions. 


Fifth: This is a country that has not experenced peace. 
unity. and stability. which 1s situated in a hostile newgh- 
borhood and a region that has not been free from 
political crises and struggles and 1s situated in a unique 
Strategic and geopolitical region. Poor in a land of plenty. 
the most backward. the poorest of all. a country that 1s a 
recerprent of food aid. a country langurshing in a war that 
has been running continuously for 30 years. This ts a 
country with different nationalities and religious denom- 
mations. with a famous history and culture. with peopic 
full of gallantry and patnotic children. It has. on the 
other hand. been faced with mushrooming bandits and 
reactionaries as well as tribalists for centunes. | want you 
to understand what a difficult and heavy a responsibility 
a leader of such a country shoulders. 


Those who have not tned this kind of life and power 
might envy it. You should understand that this kind of 
envy has created great problems. Thinking that this type 
of life 1s luxurnous. they went to the extent of weakening 
our defense force and ultimately weakening our country. 
which has contributed greatly to the intensification of 
bandit activity. 


Dear Ethiopian people. at several forums. | have been 
presenting in report form our country’s development 
process and. based on this. the economic. social. pol:t- 
ical, and ideological development. and so forth. of the 
past few vears. | have also presented reports al vanous 
forums and at different times on the plans. impiementa- 
tion. weaknesses, and the encouraging results and 
achievements. There were also times and meetings where 
1 talked not only of problems but also outhned the 
battlefield victones. political victones, economic victo- 
nes, and so on. 


My presentation ay 1s Shghtly different from my 
previous ones. What makes it different is a fact you are 
all aware of—namely. the abrupt political change on the 
international scene over the past two to three years. 
which manifested itself being predicted or expected by 
the international community. This international change 
has positively or negatively changed the national situa- 
tion of all countnes. Our country. a member of the 
international community. cannot be rsolated from this 
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Situation. Because of the already comple, probdicms. 
however. which have different causes. this international! 
politica! change rendered the situahon more compile. 
and grave. 


Hence. there was a need to formulate a new transitional 
policy with a view to advancing our Country along with 
the international and current situation. and at the same 
tume alleviating to the greatest extent possible ince prob- 
lems we faced. This was done after a careful assess.nent 
of the situation. and radical decisions were made to this 
effect dumng the | Iith regular session of our party's 
Central Commuttee and our Republic's fourth national 
Shengo meeting. After the recessary grounds had been 
prepared to implement these decisions and after .amous 
institubhons and members of soceet, had been informed. 
we planned to do the following 


One: to find out to what extent the new polcy decisions 
and the objectives and benefits of the policy had been 
understood by the vamous autonomous administrative 
areas and institutions. the organs of the political system. 
and. above all. by socety. which 1s the beneficiary. 


Two: whether the participation of the people and the 
activities they are carrying out are compatible with the 
preservation of their democratic mghts and meets their 
obhgations. 


Three: to what extent the people have understood the 
effects of the international political change on the 
national situation. 


Four: masmuch as we are im a new transitional penod 
and there are many activities to be carned out by our 
central government and our party. the question 1s. where 
to from here? We believe that these questions also 
concern the needs and aspirations of the entire Ethiopian 


people. 


And five: in particular—I repeat. in particular—with a 
view to resolving the grave question of existence. which 
has been aggravated and intensified due to the lack of 
peace in the country. by getting at least 80 percent of the 
people's support fairly and genuimely. to carry oul 4 
democratic and open discussion on the issue with the 
people. After we talked with the people of five adminis- 
trative areas in the western parts of Our country. the Gulf 
war. which affected us directly or :adirectly. broke out. 


As 1s well known, the shabiyvah [Entrean People’s 
Liberation Front. EPLF] and weyane [Tigray People’s 
Liberation Front. TPLF}. in relation to this issue. collab- 
Orated with foreign forces and opened a new and coor- 
dinated offensive in Gonder. Gojaim. and Welega. which 
had until recently enjoyed relative peace. It was not 
possible to carry out our proyected programs. Hence. | 
have come out with the major issues of concern that | 
think are important at this forum. 


The other rssues that make my presentation today dif- 
ferent from the others is that basic issues need to be 
clanfied to the people as to why the leadership and the 
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people could not carn ov! ther nalonal responsibalitics 
and that a firm stance and immediate solunons arc 
needed. These are: A. Regarding our Constitution and 
our Repubix—hefore | go imto our Constnubon and 
Republi. | woukd bie to touch on the major isucs mm 
general that comecre the theors of government | wall 
Start from the sssuc of whal a government means. In 
sample words. govermment means a political organiza- 
on that 1s established in a given area and with peopic in 
that area. The wall of the government 1s supreme to all 
other wolls within that area. Hence. government 1s an 
Organizatioa whereby the identity. legality. and 
supremacy of the people rs manifesied 


There ss no other satuaton to cxpress the entity. 
legality. supremacy. and freedom of the people. Any 
government that cxrsted at any histomcal bmec_ as well as 
amy System thal cxrsts im such situations has a wrticn oF 
unwenitien constnution. law. svsiem. and customs thal 
govern i 


To look mm general into the issues that make 2 goverm- 
ment different from other social instttubons: One: It 1s 
the legal obhgation of all ciuzens of the area to partic: 
pate in the government. Two: It 1s the sole representative 
of the country and the people inside and outside the 
country and there 1s nothing that can be done outside 
this context. Three: The government 1s an organization 
that has the responsibility and 1s empowered to presence 
termional integnty. people's unity. social securmty. and 
supremacy. if need be by force. Four: The citizens are 
obliged to respect and umpliemeni all its laws. orders. and 
its will, These are only the major pornts. 


I repeat: There 1s no situation outside these conditions 
where a government. a country. legality. freedom. nghts. 
laws. and supremacy of the people can cxrst or be 
manifested. It 1s possible to speak at length on ac subject 
of organization and use of authonty. There are. howeve:. 
only two types of government that would be surtabic to 
elaborate upon at this forum. which have been subject to 
expenmentation through long histoncal processes and 
which currently cxrst in some countnes. The first was a 
type of ancient and backward government which is not 
open to the public. cannot be changed. is passed on from 
family to family for generations. in which power was not 
given by the people but was a divine mght. an (“emper- 
orship) or caesarship. The second 1s the modern demo- 
cratic government. This government 1s based on the 
general development of the political cultures of man- 
kind. on vanous interests. and on the progress of peo- 
ples. and has new directives and principles. After saying 
this. | would hike to come back to the new Ethiopian 
Constitution and to the people's Republic which has 
been established through this Constitution. 


Our Constitution. One: It has been studied for about five 
years im a legal research institution staffed with the 
vanous professionals the country could afford. Two: It 
has assessed the thought processes of those modern 
governments from the East and West. the governments 
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of developed and developing counines whach are cur- 
renth conaderand to be modern. Then 1 prepared a 
guoding dram thal compnsed the problems amsing from 
the progress of the Ethoopan people and thew poluncal 
cuhure The draft was prepared by poopke’s represenia- 
tives and 1 was dehated Dy the cnure Ethoopian popula- 
hon, includung those resading outsade the Count. and 
was acoeplc?. ht was 2 Constitunon cnaarced by popular 
cmicrsm,_ rodrafted. and amended for appro.al by the 
poopie wm a sccret ballot. and not prepared by onc 
indiy edua! or a lume">4 group of power-hungry clements. 


Our Republic ss one that has carefully and obyectively 
balanced its structure on ats membership. based on the 
number of poopie and nalonalites of the arcas, poopie 
of vanous behets. from peasants up to the chic, popular 
organizabons, men im uniform, aot discnminating on 
the basis of scx. age. profession, or areas of resadence 
Ths, however, ss just the beginning and ss not yet 
cSMaMrshed on its cnurety in all the administrative arcas 
of the country. If there are some things not vet fulfilled. 
wf there are some mistakes im @. nol only wll a be 
improved by studies and development and im egcnecral 
through the will of the people and thei asparabons. bul 
the Consinution also contains all the necessarn articles 
to amend all these weaknesses. So ss 4 a come to 
estabirsh this for the first ume mn the histor of Ethiopia” 


Does thrs Republic compnse members of one oppressive 
and ruling nahonaliy’ Is ths Republi a poopke’s 
republic, a multtarn government. or military junta [pre- 
cooding word in Engirsh Spanish]? If thers 1s not the case. 
do the people beheve im the republic which they have 
estabiished through their Mood and sweat by struggling 
for vears’ Do they struggic for a? ht 1s to ths question 
that the Ethropian people must reply. ummediately and 
practically 


The party rsa part of the harrowing struggic of the poopie 
to answer the Ethopian political question relating to the 
modern political system and modern government 
Before | explain the meaning of the final stage ut has now 
reached in the context of the current situation, what 1s a 
party” | want to touch im general on the question—whal 
1s the historncal process of the development of a party in 
the world” 


A party 1s a collecnion cf people which reflects the benefit 
and interests of one part of somety. and this (“definmon) 
was formed in the ancien" world. Although the ancent 
Greek. Itahan_ and German philosophers thought about 
and studied the idea. rt took a long ume to umplement 1. 
In the history of socrety the party emerged 25 part of the 
political system om capitalrst socety: thus. the Liberal 
Party on Britain. from the 16th century to 1649. and the 
first and third parties known as [word indistinct] came to 
exrst in France. While the partes took on modern form 
m the 19th century. the principal aim in forming them 
was to promote individuals who were nominated for 
election and to collect moncy naceded for this clechon. 
Sumilar types of thought and party culture are still 
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reflected im poecrtyl colatns whch Cia thal thes 
have been dev cloned coomomacallh and pohicalh 


it we Wake the Concop! Of Capalakkesm oF ts practac. oF ts 
development then cftcr the comtradaxcteem thal arosc 
betecen Capetairsm and |word indrstunct] followod Dy the 
micnsive CUpOrlabon of the workers. im ondet lo COWRICT 
thrs om the struggic for the respect of workers’ mghts. the 
workers: pars Anown as 7oc Communrt Leaguc «as 
formed After thr. .anows polncal partes hasod on The 
ershes, development and polncal culture of cvcn 
cCowntn and having scope and Comic! ecre cstalirshod 
m Western and Eastern Europe. Amermca. Asa Laue 
Amenca and im Afncan countnes and were abc 6 Dok 


power 


if we rectum tw our countn. Etheopa. as a has boon 
known. the work has icft us Dohind not onh wm terms of 
matcnal wealth. socace. and technology, bul also om the 
cMtabirshment of a ace pohtcal astem There was not 
even aa. poluacal cxupenmcace ued culture as such. kt 
alone the cStaisshmeni of a ace politcal system mm our 
COWRIN 


it there was anvthing that we all knew. 4 owas thal 
authont, eas Goad-enen and not green by poopie. and 
that thes authont. was dined among relavons in tam- 
thes. not open for pubhc mquirn. and was urevacadic. ht 
was just 16 vcars ago thal. as 2 result of thes revolulon. 
the acw polrcal activity Started m a cowntn whech had 
been ruled Oy an emperor, Until recenth. most of our 
people never knew the word party. ict alone Anowung the 
meaning and mrsson of the party. and 1 1s also doutttul 
whether «@ cven custs im our dhcvonarn. So can we be 
considered comuinals for cstabirshing the imma part 
nucicus for the first ume im the long bistorn of our 
country and for introducing party politecs for the firs 
ume. respective of nature, messvon_ oF Objective” Arc 
the poopie who are under thrs party not those who have 
sacnficed them lives. and are thes not the chikdren of the 
people who fought and led the fighting. rather than 
descendants and members of one oppressor natonality ° 


ht rs jas heard] a fa and genuine wmmanve. hos the 
beginning of our first inmiative [rs an mate that can 
be developed. umproved. and expanded. hased on the 
interests. devclopment and sonal comscousness of the 
poopie. What can be done for thes country if whal we 
have inherited from our forefathers and what we have 
imitated. our unity. our maternal and sprmtual hermitage. 
is Condemned. ndrculed and destroved” What rs reall 
good for us and our country” | remembered what 
Negadrsa [Ethnoman ute] Gebre Hrwot Bavkedagn sand 
118 vears ago: Beware of those Ethropians who have not 
worked for the development and change of Ethropia. The 
Ethoman peopic should provide an ummediate soluton 
and practical response to thes compiler prodicem. 


On the wsuc of our nabonahnes: I beheve that uo os 
known ver: well that | am not a representative of any 
one nahonality or any onc rchgron, but that | am an 
Ethroman representing the whole of Ethroopia. 
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The bran of | teagan naonabucs «the hrton of 
Evhoopua and Erl-oapsans and the hratan of Erhsapi and 
Evhooguans ss the Bron of all Frteapian nalonahuc bP 
there rs sommctheng thal ss of grave Comcenn rogarding hes 
TSSuc_ fos The Durmenyg of all the cv donee and products of 
BROOM Cr vhzateon Py agercssars who havc tram wme wo 
ame atiacked Uc cowntn RBocacs somelar acts of 
Gestracvon. looteng. and Durmeng of own herlage havc 
hoon aggravated fk antagomrstx haca! bonds «40 had mo 
respect for thew Commmon propor and homiage Gurng 
thew powcr straggkt and rohgwoes atric. mo one cowkd 
CTrswre Thal safhoonl alton eas grVon BW Vhs rssuc Ds 
the poopie or Dy the cmpcrorn eho came and ecni al 
different vimes 


Hence. 8 ss wor, Gifficwl © say that hall the brators of 
the Evhoapaan poapic has Noon roconded oF mn known to 
poopke. Most of ow cowntn Ss baton etech ac know 
woll ss the roseh of rewarch by cuperts @ beta 
gcohogs . or Dolan oF by agromomrnts @ ho 
vrented Evheapaa om dificrent comtuncs. etek the row was 
Composed Da a von tee scholars ow: CowMtn Drowght up 
m thes profeswonal fickd and db. the coMmimbwloans of 
some Churches and mosgqucs 


Hence. ls ungucstronaiic thal nod aml Uhrs gone ration 
but also the Comueng onc will have t Make grea: cfhorts 
© Sruggk and dg owt the long and gcnwine | theapian 
histor and to Correct the anomahes theron 


Let me come hack to the tlopx eth ehech | hogan The 
truth ss ven dhfferent from hoe 1s perposch portraved 
t Use Has a divisive mstrumeni for dru edong Erhbroma 
Inasmuch as Ubrs rsswe rs ane of The major reswos Thal has 
attracted my attention positiveh of nogativch anthow! 
any craggcratvon I have. to m best abbhty. tncd to dye 
out the truth Though some poopie have qpremahrod om 
some Chapters of heston | have bekd cvhawstive discus. 
sons eth Erhoopaan and foregn scholar abou! owr 
cCownrn aad owr nabonahiics. 


I have also read many books In im profcssomal fick! oF 
mms moltar career I have boon abc to sce Many parts 
of my cowatn In parvcular | have boon ablic to travel to 
the hestomcal sites and to many other arcas sme our 
revolution. and I have discussed things cvhawstivch arth 
many cher poopie of diffcrent natronalitecs from dit- 
ferent parts of the cowntn The understanding | have 
from thes cupernence . | would say. wer, wscfel Ip the 
long cxrstence of our countn. Ethoogan natonaltics 
have been moving from north to sowth. cast to west. from 
the center Outward and vice versa. and have hoon sctthing 
wherever they happened to be and mecrmarn ing aftcr 
moving. Thers rs due to onc oF the other of the following 
reasons. nomadac hfe and the search for grcencr pastures. 
trade. or the search for a market. because of drought oF 
cpedema drscase and locust attacks of t dcfond onc 
another when cxterna! ceca wmvaded a part of the 
country or yust bocasst of a wed war. Also. and tha 
important. thes moved because the scat of the Etheapian 
Government moved. Hence, government officals 
became mntograted and lwod wherever tho ont 
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Thess ss not bemeed wt Dthvapwee wKrraen alone ber 
cxampic, Germ m vremts © Koma. l ganda Chad 
Sudan Tanzama and tgvm and trom rhe Mead tant 
Yomen, bsracl. and Suna © Inde m@ Asie | Bave Jownd 
L2DmOas Ralonahtcs eho Clarm w Nh bYheapiaem and 
BOOK SROCMION Magrated for 2 vanct of roasoms. Pon 
as. &nown Thal Oemng tO semela;:r slusloms and roasom 
where arc tnitcs eho have megrated © Praga trom 
owher Cowntmes. I have also wadcrmand thal Yherce arc 
such Claws m Reanda and Burund: Ths 5 not the ond 
ot a There are milhons of poapke om North and ( cnrra! 
Amenca who Claam Prhbsogan onge The situation m 
the Carnbitcarn ns utaget @ ts Clartms—in particular The 
Mack poopk of hemace prefer w sa Thal The are 
theopaam omicad of Lamacam Theos arc strong Dak 
Pepk who do pot want to be provoked 


When a conflct arcs Retecen the eh. and hall- 
C28. as Theos say. ec arc Evhvapaans who had a Lamous 
govcrament and Cnshzavian cven whon Most poapke had 
PAL COMM Owl OF The bush and Gui Mot know how to walk 
om thes Gen two toot Ths scntemeni of nateonal toching 
ts Stronger than =m any Othman and ws a vor grcel 
toching whack os diffiowl to cupress 


Hence. Evhvapians been om dificront parts of the CowMTrs 
and spoaking aGrficrent languages can go five. sx or |) 
gcncravoms hack and wndersiand thew stuaton fons 
dnoen thal most of them arc Rol Th Ongrnators of That 
language of the mdigcnows resorts of thal arca 
Trough thers stell rogwites more and mmtomsivc staxts 
accordung to my kevel of understanding. | have Come to 
the gucshon of what ec moan by navonaln Do we 
Mean vhe language oF the Irie” 


Before | go further om Us rssuc. ehach 6 pot Cvon em MH 
profeswonal ficki | wowkd bke to offer Teo Langrtic 
pecees of cvadence to conclude mm statement Ths ns om 
tne woth the analvers the scoessomests arc Irweng to 
presen on whe breton of Evhvaga and its natronalincs 
Qucstron @® relavon to the conden prodicm mm Enirca 
Whole the Ertrcan prodiem has an cutonsive and hong 
hrstorn_ as for the hogemmeng of The armed straggic "owas 
hans (7 Awadh) [word umdrstunct] a tanancal umdindual a 
Renamir natvonal from Uke western hoalands of Erica 
eho fired the first shot from an oki gun and then Nod to 
Sudan 


As ss well knoen, there arc Varows nathonals oF sacrctn’s 
speaking doficrent languages mm the lowlands of Enorca 
swch as Tigray. Bien. Benamor, Kenama Nara. and 
others. | have drscussed eth respected and know lodge 
atic chdcrs of the lowland and coastal arcas of the 
northern part of own Cowntn how hong thes havc brved om 
those arcas as nalronals and ehal prodicms am pha 
sures Uhey havc crcownterad during thew Say To savc 
wme_ | wowkd bike 00 towch on one of The natroOnahilics 
the Benamor. who crvtend to (Koren) Sebel and Raraka 
wm Evhooma and outward to the western jas board) parts 
ot Sudan 
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its centuries-long sleep and transform itself completely. 
In wishing so much for Ethiopia, dying and making 
sacrifices for it, we have incurred the enmity not only of 
foreigners but of our blood relatives. This is not only 
because we were born and brought up in this country, not 
only because we are interested in its development and 
advancement, but because there is a strong [word indis- 
tinct] situation in the minds of all of us. For us, Ethiopia 
is not a means of identifying a country. To us, Ethiopia 
means a country endowed with natural resources and 
fertility, lacking in infrastructure, but very beautiful and 
admirable, whose love is as immense as a young and 
virgin mother’s. 


Ethiopia is a country of heroes who do not wish to be 
provoked, who struggle for their territorial integrity, 
unity, dignity, flag, and objectives, who are afraid of no 
one, who cannot submit to anyone. Many centuries have 
passed since this country, Ethiopia, and its people. the 
Ethiopians were established and came into existence. 
Ethiopia was not restricted to this part of the world— 
that is, East Africa and the Nile (?region). It was more 
extensive than today’s Ethiopia, stretching beyond the 
Red Sea from southern Arabia to Madagascar. It was 
also one of the world’s few strong countries in terms of 
mankind’s origins and religion, constitution, literature, 
civilization, military might, temperate climate, huge 
international trade, strategic seaports, and its maritime 
empires. I say this not as an expression of expansionism 
and territorial claims, for Ethiopia fully abides by the 
OAU and UN Charters, but to recall the facts of history 
in the origins of Ethiopia and its people for the present 
generation. 


Ethiopia is endowed with the Red Sea and the Rivers 
Nile, Awash, Wabe Shebele, Genale, Tekeze, Omo, and 
Baro, with its geopolitical situation in the Horn of 
Africa, with mountains ever wet, and is a salvation to her 
neighboring desertified countries. Can our efforts to 
hand over to the next generation this country, which we 
have inherited from our forefathers within its present 
borders and which has been invaded directly and indi- 
rectly for centuries by those who have envied its endow- 
ments—can our efforts to achieve this by struggling 
against expansionists and against anti-unity and anti- 
development elements become cause to label us war- 
mongers, Or make us criminals? 


While regional governments and cultures rose and per- 
ished, Ethiopia’s name, territorial integrity, and 
supremacy survived unblemished for many years. This 
enabled its people to acquire a unique culture and 
history that arose from this particular situation. This 
incomparable, continuous, and renowned culture and 
history, unique in the black world, and its geographical 
situation has permitted the creation of a firm base for the 
defense of the motherland and its unity. The leaderships 
that emerged at any one time, place, or region and from 
any nationality together with the entire Ethiopian people 
have at times managed to contain the contemporary 
problems and to achieve integrity, unity, patriotism, and 
a military tradition for the Ethiopian people. 
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Due to the weakness of the central government between 
the 17th and 19th centuries, those in charge in all areas 
were tribally based and slaves of their individual inter- 
ests; they collaborated with foreigners. Those rulers 
succeeded in dividing the people for almost a century, 
eroding patriotism and nationalism, and exposing the 
country to foreign aggression from all sides. Thus they 
forced the huge Ethiopian empire to shrink, diminished 
its famous name, and restricted it to within its current 
geographical borders. This was the first time in its 
history that Ethiopia became greatly weakened and its 
people were exposed to great suffering. 


In the mid-1 8th century, King Tewodros’ vast plan to 
disband tribalists and for the people to have national 
feelings, to establish a peaceful life and establish a strong 
central government beneficial to Ethiopian unity and 
development, was again foiled by tribalists. Even so, he 
will at least always be remembered in the hearts of the 
forces of unity for his attempt to sustain today’s Ethiopia 
as it is and clear the way for his successors [words 
indistinct]. 


The era of princes and its results not only exposed the 
mighty and famous Ethiopia and weakened and exposed 
it to foreign colonization, it also led to the secession of 
Mitsiwa, Zeila, and [name indistinct] seaports and made 
it extremely backward. It also enabled foreign aggressors 
to use its seaports as springboards for colonialists, 
exposing it to continuous attacks, defeats, and finally 
total invasion. The proud and strong Ethiopian people 
were forcibly poisoned with foreign culture and sunk to 
the level of dancing to the tune of the colonizers. Its 
pride and its national feelings were diluted, and this 
generation inherited all these problems. 


Even today, these problems are not merely destructive to 
our peace, social security. and unity, but have become a 
threat to our very existence. Today we have expansionist 
sentiments and territorial claims. We also have the issue 
of fertile soil, as well as indirect war. cultural aggression, 
and psychological warfare. What renders this genera- 
tion’s problems and dangers different from those of the 
past, however, is the pressure exerted by the centuries- 
old campaign of our enemies against our country and the 
mushrooming of mercenaries and traitors advancing the 
objectives and interests of our historical enemies, not 
only openly attacking their motherland together with the 
enemy but going so far as to say there 1s no such country 
as Ethiopia or such people as Ethiopians. In order to 
bring their ambitions to realization, they went so far as 
to establish village parties and governments to dis- 
member the country by dividing the people along tribal 
and religious lines. This process has been intensified in a 
concerted manner. 


Dear Ethiopian people. here we end the first part and 
take a brief break. [interval of 10 minutes; speech 
resumes at 1243 GMT] 


Mothers, Fathers. Sisters. and Brothers, Comrades: 
Though we say that our country’s history is a continuous 
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Struggle and set of challenges, I do not think that our 
country has at any time been faced with such a problem 
as the one we now face. Although many are the times that 
traitors have come up against their country’s and peo- 
ple’s weakness and brought about destruction, it was for 
the supremacy of one over the other, to gain central 
authority. It concerned minor nationality and religious 
conflicts within the umbrella of Ethiopian unity. At no 
time in Our country’s history, however, has our country 
produced sell-outs of this magnitude. 


The other issue that makes this generation’s challenges 
different from those of past generations is that it seems 
to me that most of the new generation has not properly 
understood the source and solution to our problems and 
the aims and conspiracies of the sell-outs and the ene- 
mies who arm them. It seems that we are not ready to 
deliver an effective reply: we struggle to react to this. 


When we Ethiopian revolutionaries rose up with the 
slogan: Ethiopia First, and marched alongside the people. 
it was not because we predicted the interests of Ethiopia's 
internal and external enemies, but because we have been 
witnesses with our own eyes over the last 30 years to their 
true identity and their incriminating activities; we have 
become the first ones to swallow the bitter pill of the 
vanguard struggle as we have gained a clear understanding 
of where they seek to go from here. Hence our main 
objective was to establish a society of people whose patri- 
otism was developed, with wider horizons of vision, who 
have understood the objectives and stretegies of our ene- 
mies, who have understood that unity, strength, and devel- 
opment are the basis for existence, peace, and social 
security, of people collectivized in rural and urban centers, 
conscious, organized, and armed, who cannot give in to 
anything, and who build a strong nation and country by 
shunning weaknesses such as religious, tribal, and sexual 
segregation and their byproducts—parochial sentiments of 
backwardness and unlimited greed for material wealth— 
and by rejecting tribalism. 


Let us examine for a moment the decisive and very 
alarming danger to the general existence of Ethiopia 
posed toward the eve of the revolution, a situation which 
was no less dangerous than the present one, a situation 
which worsened instead of improving, to the extent that 
the world said the Ethiopian case was hopeless. The 
situation was dangerous for the political, economic, and 
social spheres of its foreign relations, as well as for the 
unity and social well-being of the country, and was a 
situation which made things look hopeless within its 
national borders, in the region and internationally. In the 
long history of the country’s existence and up to the 
dawn of the revolution, foreign relations crises were 
always unceasingly present. I think it is important to 
touch on the contribution of these crises to the present 
Situation and the influence of the same crises, which 
obliged the country to take sides with a certain camp. 


As I mentioned earlier, the region in which Ethiopia is 
located, the Horn of Africa and the Middle East region. 
is the source of the human race and a forerunner in 
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religion and ancient civilization. It has since time imme- 
morial been a crisis area for religion, political conflicts, 
and wars. Accordingly, besides the struggles waged in the 
area for the expansion of territories and cultures, we can 
also give numerous and tangible historical proofs that 
there was a continuous struggle between the countries in 
the region, including Ethiopia, to gain control of the 
rivers and seas of the area, even before the dawn of 
colonialism. In this situation, since Ethiopia in partic- 
ular was the main focus and target for all, it waged an 
unrelenting political and armed struggle to defend itself 
from regional powers and European colonialists, turn by 
turn, and where this was not possible by compromising 
with some and allying itself with one to win the other. 


Because of this geopolitical [previous word in English] 
situation and the characteristics of the Ethiopian feudal 
and crown rule, the country had no choice but to have 
strong foreign relations with the Western world. Even 
then, one of the main things that earned Ethiopia respect 
in the world and gave pride to the people was the fact 
that she did not fall under the yoke of colonialism. 
pretecting her continuous freedom and sovereignty. 
Ethiopia’s anti-colonialist, anti-racist stand and her 
indomitability did not please the European govern- 
ments. Therefore. the country’s relationship with them 
was not honest and heartfelt. It was based on suspicions 
and mutual watchfulness. Besides, it will be recalled that 
Ethiopia repeatedly and on many occasions faced 
directly or indirectly armed conflict and various 
intrigues from the European countries. 


In addition, the relationship between Ethiopia and Euro- 
pean governments, from ancient times up to now, is not 
based merely on mutual benefit and equality or common 
exchange. It is a relationship based on dependence and 
donations. This is not only Ethiopia’s problem; it is a 
problem of all developing countries. Since the relation- 
ship between developing countries and European coun- 
tries is based mainly on colonial occupation. Because 
Ethiopia was not colonized by any power, she does not 
belong to the anglophone, francophone, lusophone 
groups, and so on, which are based on colonial relations. 
She does not have any colonial heritage or development 
gained from colonialism. The financial and technolog- 
ical support given to others on this basis has not been 
given to Ethiopia. Because of this situation, Ethiopia was 
closer to the Government of the United States than to 
other Western countries, up to the outbreak of the 
revolution. After the World War II, the United States 
took over the leadership of the Western world from the 
United Kingdom and through the Marshall plan rebuilt 
the West European economy. which was ruined by 
World War II, built the huge NATO western defense 
system, and plunged herself into civil wars, as in 
Vietnam, Korea, and Kampuchea. 


Not only was the United States involved in these crises, 
but it did not have as much interest [previous word in 
English] or give as much attention to Africa as it did to 
the rest of the world. Ethiopia did not get what she 
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expected from the United States commensurate with her 
problems, except for very minor military support. Ethi- 
opia was forced to offer a military base in Eritrea to pay 
for this support. Giving a military base to the NATO 
military camp while claiming to be the founding member 
of the Nonaligned Movement and an adherent to its 
principles was behavior contradictory to Ethiopia's for- 
eign policy, which gave her a poor reputation among the 
genuine Nonaligned countries. 


That was a time when the African nationalist movement 
intensified greatly. Ethiopia was at first the only country. 
later joined by a few other countries, that gave a share of 
moral and material support to the African liberation 
Struggle and to some of the now free African countries. It 
aslo waged a big political struggle for the liberation of 
Africa which will never be forgotten by Africans. When it 
was proposed, however, that the seat of the OAU head- 
quarters be in the Ethiopian capital, Addis Ababa, the 
U.S. military base in its territory and the issue of 
Nonalignment brought about controversy. Although 
Addis Ababa was finally chosen by a majority vote. 
Ethiopia’s position was undermined by patriotic and 
progressive African politicians. The establishment of the 
U.S. military base in Eritrea gave the country a name as 
a U.S. puppet and an extension of NATO. This position 
in addition to its policy on the Middle East and the 
Arab-Israeli wars put it at loggerheads with the former 
regimes of Egypt. Somalia, and Sudan and aligned 
against us the oil-rich Arab world, which from the very 
beginning did not have a positive attitude toward us. 


The establishment of the U.S. base in Eritrea mobilized 
against us the Soviet government—the most powerful 
government in the world—all Eastern European socialist 
countries, the PRC, and, in Africa, all anti-U.S., progres- 
sive forces. Accordingly, our neighbors and those far 
away—Somalia, Sudan, Egypt. Iraq. Syria. Algeria. 
Libya, and Yemen—rose against us. Since these coun- 
tries were friendly with the socialist countries in general. 
and the USSR in particular, they were armed with 
modern weapons beyond their needs. Rebel and seces- 
sionist forces in Eritrea, Hararghe, Bale, and Sidamo 
were very well armed, with the exception of air power, by 
those external, historical enemies. At the same time, the 
total number of the Ethiopian Armed Forces was less 
than 40,000, including untrained troops. When Ethiopia 
was subjected to such atrocities, the only remaining 
relatively worthwhile armed forces were the Third Divi- 
sion in eastern Ethiopia, the Second Division in the 
north. and the emperor’s bodyguard, the honorary 
guards. 


Leaving aside the aforementioned countries, if we com- 
pare the military situation in our country with Somalia’s 
at that time, Somalia had 150,000 men, over 1.000 tanks 
and APC’s, over 600 pieces of artillery and cannons, 
antiaircraft guns, surface-to-surface missiles and rockets. 
and no less than 50 military aircraft deployed on our 
border and ready to invade. What Ethiopia had at the 
time were: about 70 tanks, 48 artillery pieces, and eight 
Air Force fighter aircraft. History will reveal in the 
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future how many Ethiopian soldiers were killed 
defending their motherland before the revolution, 
resisting the persistent border incursions by numerous 
secessionists in the north and insurgent groups active in 
various parts of the country. 


They are numerous. As the situation intensified, the 
struggle became unequal. Although the people were not 
as aware of the extent of the struggle as they are today, in 
fact the country was in an alarming and dangerous 
Situation. 


Mothers, Fathers, Sisters, Brothers, and Comrades, to 
tell the truth, at that time, besides the bitter sacrifices we 
made in our own profession, the first and principal focus 
of the Armed Forces was not internal politics but the 
unity and territorial integrity of the country. We boldly 
and fearlessly used every opportunity to ask the emperor 
and the country’s senior officials either to give us appro- 
priate arms that would be comparable to those the 
enemy had before the country was shattered, or else look 
for a political solution. Because we had asked these 
questions, instead of finding an appropriate solution to 
the problem, they blacklisted, persecuted, and detained 
some of us. In addition to the many other factors that 
brought about the revolution, this was the issue that put 
the Armed Forces at the forefront of the revolution. 


The burning and urgent issue for the Armed Forces 
revolutionary Dergue was what to do to rescue the 
country from the pressures and attacks emanating from 
the regional and international mobilization against it, as 
well as the deep problems with which the country was 
confronted. The following were the responses given to 
those questions or the decisions reached. But before | 
proceed to those decisions, I would like to mention first 
the issues which needed urgent and basic solutions: 


The need to bring an end to the vindictive measures 
taken against us by the USSR: its hatred and opposition 
to the country’s foreign policy. 


The need to change the positions of those countries who 
had surrounded us and were attacking us, supported by 
the socialist countries. Since these countries had armed 
Somalia, which was claiming a fifth of Ethiopian terri- 
tory, could the USSR help us, and what kind of role 
could it play peacefully to resolve the border dispute 
between Somalia and Ethiopia and then to bring about 
good-neighborliness between the two countries? 


Although the Sudanese Government did not have a 
territorial claim that we knew of, it was used as a transit 
and training ground by the bandits fighting us and 
played the main role in this regard. Since this govern- 
ment was friendly with the socialist camp and was armed 
by them, how could we change the Sudanese stand using 
the socialist camp? 


The internal mercenaries fighting the country from var- 
ious areas in general and the northern secessionists in 
particular had donned the mantle of progressives and 
were receiving arms, material, moral, and diplomatic 
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support from the socialist camp. the Arab world. and 
other so-called progressive countries and organizations. 
How could we stop this? 


If what the secessionists said was true—that is, if what 
they were fighting against was the system of government 
and the U.S. military base in Eritrea. and since this base 
was oul of date and had been replaced by satellite 
communications—could we not make the Americans 
evacuate it? Beyond this, since a progressive movement 
could not fight a progressive Ethiopia. could the 
northern problem not be resolved in this manner? Since 
the main attack on Ethiopia was coming from the Arab 
world, and since the cause of this problem. as stated. was 
‘ e Palestinian issue, what stand should Ethiopia take on 
the Palestinian issue so as to resolve or otherwise deal 
with this antagonism? 


What stand should Ethiopia take on the question of 
Dyibouti’s independence? What stand should we take so 
as not to involve ourselves in the conflict in the socialist 
camp between China and the USSR? If we were to close 
down the U.S. base in Asmera and develop close rela- 
tions with the socialist and progressive world, the United 
States, the Western world, and other Western-inclined 
countries might have inflicted more damage on this 
country, which had already been injured and made to 
bleed. Although we knew they might not understand the 
problem we were facing and assist us. how could we 
convince them at least not to harm and misunderstand 
us? What stand should we take to avoid plunging our- 
selves into this antagonistic contradiction between the 
East and the West? 


In general, apart from these problems and basic foreign 
relations problems, the decisive issue was to resolve the 
internal contradiction in our country and between our 
people. What kind of system should we follow in order to 
achieve equality, unity, humanitarianism, justice. peace. 
democracy, and accelerated development, to urgently 
make our country self-sufficient as well as to be a 
genuine nonaligned country on the international level 
and to regain our ancient prestige? Which ideelogy 
should we follow? What precautions should we take to 
avoid any bloodshed? What kind of strategy should we 
follow in this regard, and so forth? These questions were 
so difficult that they resulted in fighting and took three 
months to resolve. 


Incidentally, we did not intend to stage a coup d'etat. 
Due to the long time it took us to reach the decision, 
however, Westerners mistakenly called it a creeping 
coup d'etat. Our final conclusion and decisions were 
clearly stated, however. in the provisional administra- 
tive Dergue’s provisional or transitional program as 
Ethiopian socialism. 


Ethiopian socialism involved being neither extreme left- 
ists nor capitalists mixed with backward feudalism. In 
our foreign relations, we neither wanted to fall into 
contradictory and complex camps nor involve ourselves 
in international contradictions. We more or less 
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attempted to follow the type of political system of the 
northern European Nordic countries. so as to ensure: |. 
that the system we follow upholds a socialist line of 
development, and 2. that our party should embrace 
socialist, democratic, and patriotic citizens and that i 
should be a sociai democratic party. 


As for economic and social development, as later 
adopted in the | 1th Central Committee policy decision, 
it included the private, cooperative, and state ownership 
sectors and was based on peace. humanitarianism. and 
the wishes and aspirations of the people. As for our 
foreign and international relations, we were clearly non- 
aligned. 


Furthermore. what was considered together with the 
party question in Ethiopia were: improving the material 
and spiritual development of our people: eradicating the 
atrocities committed during the long period of feu- 
dalism:; doing away with the servant-master relationship 
between peasants and landlords and the unjust relation- 
ship between workers and the owners of the means of 
production: eliminating monarchical rule, which 
claimed to be of divine origin: improving the backward 
and unjust use of the issues of gender. religion, and 
relations between nationalities; examining the nature of 
the parties established in the northern part of our 
country under the pressure of foreigners: and examining 
the issue of secessionism within our country in our 
international relations policy. In doing so, we were only 
trying to solve our problems and seek lasting solutions by 
calling together all groups who were opposing the Haile 
Selassie regime and who were attempting to secede 
through armed struggle. so as to bring them together 
under a single program with their organizational exist- 
ence protected. 


Our objective here was to protect our unity with negoti- 
ations and exchanges of views as well as to achieve peace. 
and finally to organize ourselves under one party. which 
in the long run would be useful for our country. In doing 
so. the Provisional Military Administrative Committee 
called for the first transitional front. but had no inten- 
tion of establishing a party of its own and did not try to 
pressure anyone for that purpose. This is well known to 
our people. Besides, this political program was docu- 
mented, giving clear proof on this issue. In order to put 
the above ideas into practice, a popular organizational 
forum was given a legal entity in an effort to discuss 
these issues. This effort will be clearly recalled. 


Before | conclude this portion of my speech, what the 
people should know is that when we. the soldiers, were 
fighting the expansionist Somali forces, the Eritrean 
secessionists, and other enemies, it will be recalled that 
in Addis Ababa and other places. people were chanting 
slogans such as: Patriots Fight Like Che Guevara: The 
Land to the Tiller; Down With Exploitation; Establish a 
Popular Government; and so forth. When these things 
were being said. we thought that there was a plan already 
available for Ethiopia’s reformation and that there was 
or were a properly organized clandestine party or parties 
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Or Organizations that were able to lead, but which were 
suppressed by the government’s Armed Forces or secu- 
rity agencies. In this belief. we explained things to the 
military, convinced them, coordinated with them, and 
made them ready for change. We then called some 
individuals who were secretly working for change and 
were well known to the people as well as intellectuals 
inside and outside the country, students, workers 
leaders, and those said to be looking forward to reform, 
and asked them: Is there a party or organization that can 
assume power and lead the country? 


When we say The Land to the Tiller, what kind of 
landholding system has been studied or prepared? When 
we say Establish a Popular Government, how can it be 
formed? When and what kind of popular government 
should be set up? 


What is sad and surprising is that the response we got for 
these efforts was empty talk and an empty house. 
Instead, those who were active were primarily the Eri- 
trean secessionists, weyanes, and some tribalists. Our 
aim was Only to save our country from destruction and 
help in the peaceful transition. We had no intention of 
holding on to power. When we observed the situation, 
however, we understood in detail and were obliged to 
prepare and organize the preconditions for change, and 
we believed that we could not back down. Except for the 
Eritrean secessionists, most of the so-called organiza- 
tions or political parties came and tried to strengthen 
themselves after the provisional military administrative 
Dergue was set up—even more so after the launching of 
the Development through Cooperation campaign, which 
was intended to organize and improve the people's level 
of awareness. That was when the Eritrean groups had 
resolved to dismember the country and the weyanes were 


cropping up. 


In response to our call on the question of political 
Organization in Ethiopia, those who came out in 
response were: the so-called All-Ethiopia Socialist Move- 
ment, the so-called Marxist-Leninist League, the so- 
called Proletariat League, the so-called Ethiopian Peo- 
ple’s Revolutionary Party [EPRP], the so-called 
Revolutionary Flame, and the so-called Ethiopian 
Oppressed Masses Revolutionary Front. Most of these 
so-called organizations were good for nothing: they had 
no social base or followers. They were cliques bound 
together by tribalism, blood relations, and those who 
came from the same villages or schools. 


The Dergue accepted them as organizations, introduced 
them to the people, and gave each of them residential 
houses, jobs, money, paper, arms to defend themselves, 
and bodyguards as well as a forum to express themselves. 


Although there were many revolutionary intellectuals, 
youths, and workers in the EPRP, they were knowingly 
or unknowingly led and supported by the Eritrean seces- 
sionists and the new weyanes. Since these parties did not 
favor the unity and social development of the Ethiopian 
people, they made the EPRP their first puppet and 
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deployed it for activities of terror and murder instead of 
for political discussion and unity. Thus, as the people 
know very well, because of them, the people were 
divided, terrorized, and the blood of the innocent was 
shed for no good reason. 


The situation even went out of the government's control. 
Hence, our revolution was forcibly diverted from the 
peaceful path it had intended to follow. Foreign invaders 
and the enemies of the people fully exploited the situa- 
tion. The country was deeply immersed in huge prob- 
lems. What is very saddening is that the situation did not 
stop there. Those groups who responded to our calls and 
gathered with us for the same objectives were forced to 
agitate and organize the people. For the first time in the 
history of Ethiopia, an attempt was made to organize the 
people. Shortly afterward, however, they engaged in 
dividing the people, the Dergue, the Army, and the 
workers, and in general they spread tension and made 
the situation more opportune for the enemy. And when 
the country was invaded from every corner because of 
the problems they brought, most of them left us and fled 
to Europe and America. Some of them associated with 
the enemy who was fighting us. Some of them, who 
understood the situation and stood honestly for the 
country, struggling to defend the victories scored by the 
people and the revolution’s achievements, forfeited their 
lives by standing firmly by their objectives for the 
interests and welfare of the people. 


The other thing that should be clear is that the develop- 
ment directive and transitional political program pre- 
pared in relation to the people's culture, development, 
and social consciousness was not sufficiently clear and 
radical in light of the complex situation that existed 
between Ethiopia and the international community: You 
wrapped it in obscurity; there is no such thing as Ethio- 
pian socialism or ideology. This sentiment brought about 
an argument, and as a result of the pressure of these 
arguments coupled with the international situation at the 
time, which was calling for the issue of socialism to be 
aired, and since it was supported by the people, it was a 
fact that the Second National Democratic Program was 
amended. This amendment was again revised in light of 
the current international situation and was presented for 
amendment according to a policy decision of our Central 
Committee’s | 1th regular session. 


To conclude this topic, what we want the people to know 
is that we are not trying to repeat the history of our party, 
which the people have fought for and are well aware of, 
but to let you know that we have not only tried to serve 
our country faithfully, but have also sacrificed our lives 
for it so that our country can become self-sufficient 
without becoming a parasite and dependent, but to 
advance comprehensively and bring about peace in rela- 
tion to the objective reality and culture of the country. 


Apart from making the transitional period peaceful and 
fruitful, | do not think it is necessary to narrate again all 
the decisions and steps taken for the sake of peace 
starting from the Provisional Military Administrative 
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Council up to the Fourth National Congress of the 
national Shengo in order to solve the problems that are 
the root causes of the lack of peace and unity in our 
country. In this respect, what I have not yet mentioned 
and what the people should realize and understand 1s the 
following: 


One: The Eritrean secessionists claim that all the Ethio- 
pian people outside Eritrea and its leadership are reac- 
tionary and backward: we are Marxists and Leninists, it 
is Only the system that we oppose. Hence, since they used 
this idea as a bargaining chip and gravely hurt the 
country, we made radical changes in the ideological field 
sO as to create closer ties with them, if the real problem 
was that of ideology. Inasmuch as their true colors were 
not as clear as they are today and they told us that they 
were fighting against Yankee imperialism that had pen- 
etrated deeply into Eritrea, we decided to chase the 
Americans out. And now they not only move in Amer- 
ican and Western capitals claiming to oppose the new 
political system in Ethiopia, but they portray themselves 
as strugglers for peace and are getting support in the 
name of aid to perpetuate and intensify the fighting. 


Third [number as heard]: Notwithstanding our realiza- 
tion that a small number of Eritreans who claim to be 
more conscious than any other people in our country 
admire publicity and are power-hungry. and without 
regard to tribalism and regionalism, just for the sake of 
Ethiopian unity and in the face of great opposition and 
criticism from the people, we decided to appoint General 
Aman Amde Mikael [Ethiopian head of state in 1974] as 
our country’s head of state in addition to heading other 
key State Council and Politburo offices, and to head the 
inquiry Commission that was set up to investigate those 
officials who had been corrupt during their tenure in 
office. 


Even then, three-quarters of those to whom we had given 
the highest offices and those whom we had trusted let us 
down and fled. Most of those who had been democrati- 
cally selected as Dergue members and who worked with 
us are now political and military leaders of the 
sha’biyyah and weyane, for their secessionist objectives 
could not be fulfilled while they were with us. They have 
even gone to the extent of unashamedly representing the 
secessionists in the peace talks. 


Dear Ethiopian people: What more can be done than 
this? The question is not that of a system. The question 
is not that of justice and democracy. As the question has 
been clearly seen, it is not only one of participation, not 
only a question of power over Ethiopian unity. If this 
were the case, then—as we did earlier, recalling Aman 
Amde Mikael and Teferi Benti from retirement and 
giving them power—for my part, if it is believed to be for 
the unity of Ethiopia, | am ready to give up my seat to 
the Eritrean bandit leader, to the Tigrayan, or to any 
other leader. 


They are not organized through their own initiative but 
under pressure by the country’s enemies. We have 
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always known that they are not led by their own con- 
science, nor are they free from foreign control. Indeed 
they are not. Even though it has waned at times, this 
conspiracy has been in existence for a very long time. 
Believe it or not, they have decided to establish a 
Tigray-Tigrinya government by destroying and demol- 
ishing Ethiopians and Ethiopia. No one should doubt 
that the weyane ts not simply the creation of the Eritrean 
secessionists, but 1s also being directed by them. 


In its Tigrinya-language radio broadcasts and its political 
program, the weyane says that there 1s no such thing as 
an ancient civilization of Ethiopia, a long-standing 
supreme entity of Ethiopia, a continuous Ethiopian 
Government or Ethiopian history. Everything ts the 
history of Tigray-Tigrinya. We are left with little time to 
liberate Eritrea, they say; we have liberated Tigray, we 
are going to destroy the Amhara ruling class, and that 1s 
what they are doing. But 1s there any Amhara or Oromo 
who, let alone has been exploiting and ruling in Tigray, 
but who has owned even a bar or a hectare of farmland? 
In its Oromo radio broadcasts, like that of the Tigrinya 
program, it claims that as the Oromo are exploited by the 
Amhara ruling class, we will liberate them, we are their 
comrades in arms. This is what they say. Is this true? 
From whom, and how? Does the weyane liberate the 
Oromo? 


As regards the geographical situation, the northern sea 
ports of our country have been used as entry points for 
strong enemies and a gateway after we had defeated them. 
Hence it was the Amhara, Oromo, Welaita, Kefa, Hadiya, 
Kembata, [word indistinct], Konso, and so on, and the 
entire Ethiopian people who used to go from time to time 
to liberate them, not they who came back and liberated the 
Ethiopian people. In their Amharic broadcasts, too, they 
tell the Amhara people: We will liberate you from the 
oppressive and exploitative Dergue and will stop you from 
sending your children to the war fronts and stop you from 
paying taxes to the government, just because they could 
not tell the Amhara how they were going to liberate them 
from another nationality. 


Dear Ethiopian people: Was the Dergue really an 
oppressor and exploiter? Does the Dergue really exist 
currently? Is it for the sake of the power of one indi- 
vidual or to preserve his seat of power that the faithful 
and heroic Army has fought tirelessly for the last 30 years 
for the unity of its motherland, social security, and 
peace, paying sacrifices with its blood? Is it the desire to 
take over my seat and authority that inspires the seces- 
sionists and leaders of those countries who are guiding 
the secessionists? Is the Army a selection of the people 
comprising every Ethiopian family and nationality, or ts 
it a mercenary body recruited by Mengistu Haile 
Mariam for his own interest? Is the conflict between the 
country’s historical enemies and antiunity forces under 
their leadership on the one hand, and the forces of unity 
on the other? Is the struggle of our fathers a minor 
conflict which lacked an elder to mediate it? 
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The Eritrean secessionists have told us precisely that 
their question is a question of colonialism, and if the 
invading Ethiopian forces do not withdraw from the 
area, there cannot be any peace or negotiation. 


Are there any Ethiopians who do not understand the 
destructive aims of the Tigray People’s Liberation Front, 
its identity and purpose? Therefore. are some of us still 
waiting for them to tell us what is an open secret and 
reveal to us their purposes? | ask the Ethiopian people to 
make an urgent and practical decision. 


Fathers, mothers, sisters, brothers, comrades. ii is not 
because the Ethiopian people have forgotten the facts or 
are not aware of the situation that I have to raise these 
issues. Not at all. Most genuine combatant and patriotic 
people have fought and paid sacrifices through their 
lives, wealth, sweat, and labor, and they are still fighting. 
In general, they have made lengthy. challenging. and 
bitter sacrifices, and are still making them. 


Today, all Ethiopian youth have risen up for unity and 
peace. We are forging ahead today with tangible results 
from our previous struggle. Our efforts and sacrifices are 
bearing fruit and we are scoring victory after victory. We 
have managed to achieve many encouraging results. Just 
to mention some: During the early stages of our revolu- 
tion, Our enemies, with a view to realizing their long- 
standing objectives which they thought were ripe for the 
picking, mounted coordinated offensives against us from 
all corners, which we managed to castrate within a short 
time, and unexpectedly. We managed to drive away the 
Siad Barre army, which left behind it not only its 
weapons but also its shoes, after they had invaded us 
with the clear aim of controlling one-fifth of our country 
which extended as far as Negele in Sidamo, Meslo, El 
Kere and Ginir, and close to Goba in Bale. Harer. and 
Dire Dawa and Erer Gota in Harerge. and defeated it 
within seven months. At that time, Jafar al-Numayri’s 
army, with a view to assisting Somalia and further 
Organizing antiunity elements, penetrated through the 
northwestern part of our country and invaded Metema. 
(Hadira) Amd om Hajer in Gojam, and we managed to 
destroy it within less than a month. 


But armed struggle among citizens, fratricidal war, and 
chaotic psychological warfare are more complex and 
difficult than foreign aggression. This is what we are 
faced with. The blood that was shed in the name of 
bringing about change and working for the betterment of 
the people under the EPRP was not minimal. We should 
draw a lesson from the alarm committee which orga- 
nized innocent elderly women to shout. Since under- 
standing and clarity come later, the people managed to 
‘eliminate the enemies among them in urban and rural 
areas, destroy the messengers of doom, and establish 
peace. 


We destroyed the bandits. who were very certain to 
dismember Eritrea and had encircled Asmera, Mitsiwa., 
and Barentu within 10 km: they were in control of the 
rest of the area and preparing to declare a government 
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within a short time. We destroyed them under the 
slogan: The Victory Won in the East will be Repeated in 
the North: the Mighty and Victorious Revolutionary 
Army Will Go to the North. We destroyed their 15- 
year-long preparations within three months. and finally 
we pursued them as far as the Sudanese border and 
hanged them on the Sudanese mountains and saved our 
country from dismemberment. 


Dear Ethiopian people. 1 was with our combined arms. 
our resolute conviction. with our unwavering determi- 
nation, consciousness. and organization that we were 
able to defeat all these enemies within a short ume. It 
was in the peace and stability that emanated from these 
victories that we devoted our energy to developing the 
economic, social. and new political system as well as 
building a defense force that 1s the largest in our own 
history and the mightiest in Africa. 


The sad and worrying thing about this is that before we 
could finalize this proud and satisfying process of vic- 
tory. and while it was being said that people of Tigray 
could not be Arabs or secessionists, that they cannot 
cooperate with these forces and there 1s nothing to worry 
about, the weyane was hatched within a short time under 
the leadership and organization of the sha’biyyah and 
the acquiescence of the Ethiopian Workers’ Party Orga- 
nizing Committee [COPWE] and the Workers’ Party of 
Ethiopia [WPE]. 


The resurrection of the sha’biyyah from its grave: the 
current secessionist and dismembering campaign: and in 
general, the unified campaign to destroy Ethiopia by the 
two groups has intensified. Even then, the aim of the 
tribal secessionists is not alien to us. Because we know 
that our country. Ethiopia. has since time immemorial 
been an island of trouble due to her geopolitical [pre- 
vious word in English] location. we also know and have 
reliable information not only of the number of our 
enemies. but also that they are receiving not only arms 
but have begun making chemical and atomic bombs. 
Besides weakening us in their efforts so far, we realize 
their desire is to dismember or even, if they could, totally 
destroy us. 


With this in mind, we have always been saying that we 
should arm ourselves. get organized, and build settle- 
ments in our fertile areas where people collect food and 
wild animals roam: since we are far behind economi- 
cally, scientifically. and technologically, we should divert 
our attention from our daily individual desires and 
spend our money on a strategically important and lasting 
solution which will contribute to the development and 
welfare of owr country by endividually economizing. But 
the strategic »mportance of our proposals has never been 
realized or has not been enterpreted in good faith. 


As can be recalled. the COPWE presented in its second 
regular Central Committee meeting a comprehensive 
and efficient defense policy. or directive, for approval. 
This was done irrespective of the confusing words of 
peace and democracy and after considering the country’s 
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long-standing problems regarding peace and existence 
and international and regional influences of power. Even 
then, the reality was the existing power struggle. which 
had been evident in our country for a long time. Though 
it was not necessary to elaborate on this issue al this 
forum, | was forced to elaborate in general. given the 
prevailing situation. 


Our defense strategy: One: The responsibility of 


defending Ethiopia is not to be left to the regular Army 
or our Armed Forces alone. but should be popular. We 
have to build our own defense technology urgently so as 
to eliminate dependence on others. which has compro- 
mised our dignity. These efforts notwithstanding. our 


defense should not rest on the quality and quantity of 


weapons but on the quality and quantity of the Ethiopian 
combatants who are behind the weapons. 


Our defense 1s to be organized into four groups: 


1. To organize a territorial force that would detend and 
buy time for the rest of the Army while keeping the 
enemy at bay and informing the Army about the size and 
strength of the enemy army. It would also provide prior 
information on insurgents, preparations for enemy 
aggression, espionage. and economic sabotage. 


2. To organize a territorial militia at all levels and in all 
areas without interrupting production activities: these 
militias would fight alongside the Army to defend the 
security and territorial integrity of the country. 


3. To establish a strengthened police force that is well 
trained and organized to the level of international stan- 
dards which would defend the rights and security of the 


people. 


4. To organize a regular army that can move swiftly and 
economically at any time and in any weather. alone or in 
conjunction with other forces, and can be placed in 
Strategic and sensitive areas of the country. 


5. A decree for the national youth service. which is the 
source of manpower for the police. territorial army. or 
the regular army. should be enforced. 


These four types of forces that would defend the country 
were trained for some time, as the need arose. and were 
used as reservists until the age of 60. 


It was then that we faced problems in the east and the 
north, where we scored victories. By then we were in a 
position to call up. if need be, a force of up to a million 
to defend the motherland. This defense policy or direc- 
tive was approved by various decrees and. later. by our 
Constitution. It was supported by the entire population. 
We urged, insisted, and requested in all available forums 
that it be implemented. Due to the conspiracy of our 
enemies and the laxity of our people. and to some extent 
due to the weakness of political officers and executive 
officers, it could not be implemented in part. and before 
it was implemented. our enemies declared war on us. 
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In contrast to this. our main problem. which ts not 
something to doubt. 1s the Ethiopians in general: Cer- 
tainly. we have great need for unity and peace im our 
country. We also have a strong wish and desire to build 
our country if peace prevails. This ts not open to doubt. 
Bul. excuse me, most of us do not know how we can 
achieve this peace. We love our country and wish ut well 
and benefit from nu. but all of us do not share her 
problems equally. and we do not make ourselves ready 
for sacrifice. 


Dear Ethiopian people. according to our saying. you 
cannot build a house for last year’s winter. To narrate 
Our past and present history and to remember our 
victories, sacrifices, achievements, and weaknesses 1s to 
remember what we have forgotten. It may also help us 
understand what we have not understood. If not, these 
comments will not confer any benefit on the current 
problems we are facing. the struggle to save Ethiopia. 
The conclusion, if possible. according to our wishes and 
efforts: We must today. peacefully if not by force. not 
only very urgently but instantly. find an immediate 
solution to implement. 


Dear Ethiopian people. my loyalty is to the Ethiopian 
Constitution. to the Republic. and above all to the 
Ethiopian people. | am not a person who works under 
pressure from anybody. I only work for the benefit and 
unity of the Ethiopian people. Therefore, in my present 
speech, I do not want to suggest that certain ideas should 
be implemented. I ask for a clear stand and urgent 
decision from all the Ethiopian po ple. and I await it. 


In addition, | am the one who valied the extraordinary 
meeting of this Republic’s Shengo. and I would like to 
express my great honor and regari. 


As regards our security, and while we are in this situa- 
ton, we planned to build up industries and military 
technology that would enable Ethiopia to be self- 
sufficient in these fields to a degree equal to or even 
better than that of Libya and Iraq. countries which 
currently boast of their oil wealth. The projects and plans 
to realize these programs are very well known to some 
members of our Armed Forces and to civilians and 
compatriots. 


We had many plans, and | am sure we will be able to 
implement these. The present struggle of the enemy 1s to 
especially thwart and destroy all these. It became impos- 
sible to advance. The Ethiopian people and the forces of 
unity. during the end of the 19th century [as heard]. 
during the period of this generation—I hope that they 
will not turn Ethiopia over to the enemy. Thank you very 
much for listening me. 


Mengistu Appoints New Vice President, Premier 
£12604132891 Addis Ahaha Domestic Service 
in Amharic 0930 GMT 26 Apr ¥1 


[Text] Comrade President Mengistu Haile-Mariam 
today issued a directive on senior appointments and 
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work. Asefa Seyoum. the ETHIOPIAN NEWS 
AGENCY State Council reporter has the details: 


[Asefa] Comrade President Mengistu Haile-Mariam. 
president of the People’s Democratic Republic of Ethi- 


opia [PDRE], secretary general of the Workers Party of 


Ethiopia [WPE]. and commander in chief of the Revo- 


lutionary Armed Forces, in accordance with Article 86 of 


the Constitution, has issued a directive on the appount- 
ment of comrades and their work to enable them to play 
their great role in the general efforts for establishing a 
strong and respected Republic for all its citizens and to 
change the miserable lives of the broad masses by saving 
our country from the looming acts of destruction by the 
enemy. Accordingly: 


1. Comrade Lieutenant General Tesfaye Gebre Kidan. 
member of the Politburo of the WPE Central Com- 
mittee. 1s appointed vice president of the PDRE and 
secretary general of the national revolutionary campaign 
center, which will be reestablished. 


2. Comrade Alemu Abebe. member of the Politburo of 


the WPE Central Committee and head of our party's 
organizational affairs, is appointed assistant to the sec- 
retary general for party affairs and 1s urgently to form a 
new party. the Ethiopian Democratic Unity Party. 


3. Comrade Tesfaye Dinka. alternate member of the 
Politburo of the WPE Central Committee. is appointed 
prime minister of the PDRE and ts to form a new cabinet 
composed of individuals who are acceptable to the 
people. who are efficient. and who above all are capable 
of standing up for Ethiopian unity. 


4. Comrade Lema Gutema. member of the WPE Central 
Committee and vice president of the State Council, has. 
on behalf of the State Council, been given the responsi- 


bility of fulfilling the PDRE’s outstanding task of 


urgently establishing people's power in areas where it 1s 
currently absent. In this division of work, he has been 
assigned the great responsibility of serving as the presi- 
dent's aide in order to speed up the work of establishing 
the Republic through elections in every area, from the 
local level to the autonomous region level, by correcting 
the weaknesses seen to date in this regard by electing 
those who are acceptable to the people. who are fully 
committed to Ethiopian unity. who are efficient. and 
who are servants of the people. 


Comrade President Mengistu Haile-Mariam, president 
of the PDRE and commander in chief of the Revolu- 
tionary Armed Forces, noted this morning at a ceremony 
held at the State Council, during which he announced 
the appointment of the comrades and gave them work 
directives, that he would present these appointments to 
the next general congress of our party and congress of the 
National Shengo for approvai. 


Comrade President Mengistu Haile-Mariam, expressing 
thanks for the efficient work they have undertaken. has 
decided that Comrade Fisseha Desta, member of the 
Politburo of the WPE Central Commitiee and vice 
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president of the PDRE. and Comrade Legese Asfaw. 
member of the Politburo and secretary of the WPE 
Central Committee. will retire on health grounds due to 
(“overworking). 


Rebels Claim ‘Victorious’ Attack on Ambo 


£.412504183691 (Clandestine) Voie of the Tigray 
Revolution in Tigrigna to Ethioma 1500 GMT 
25 Apr ¥1 


[Text] After completely wiping out the enemy force that 
was stationed between Finch’a’a and Ambo. the Ethio- 
pian People’s Revolutionary Democratic Front 
[EPRDF] heroic army has liberated the area. The heroic 
EPRDF army. continuing its series of attacks on the 
Dergue troops from 21 to 24 April. destroyed the enemy 
force after very heavy fighting and completely hberated 
the area. 


In the victorious attack. the 102d and 204th Airborne 
Division and another special motorized commando bri- 
gade were wiped out. Thirteen enemy brigades partici- 
pated in the continuous fighting. More than 5.500 enemy 
troops were killed or wounded and over 2.000 soldiers 
were captured. In addition, six tanks, seven BM’s [rocket 
launchers]. seven ZU-23 antiaircraft guns. three |22-mm 
and two 76-mm mortars, more than 3.000 light weapons. 
16 mortars. 10 assorted radio communication sets, 20 
vehicles. and a huge amount of ammunition and explo- 
sives were captured. Twelve tanks. one BM. six ZU-23 
antiaircraft guns. and eight vehicles were burned. 


It will be recalled that our gallant army completely 
liberated Finch’a’a on 18 April after attacking and 
destroying the enemy army's 31st Division. 


Rebels Claim Capture of Arms Factory 


1B2S04170191 Paris AFP in Enelish 1616 GMT 
25 Apr Yl 


[By David Chazan] 


{Text} Nairobi, April 25 (AFP}—Ethiopian rebels on 
Thursday claimed to have captured the government's 
biggest arms factory at Hormat and the nearby town of 
Ambo. 105 kilometres (65 miles) south-west of the 
capital Addis Ababa. Affefa Mamo. a spokes man for the 
Ethiopian People’s Revolutionary Democratic Front 
(EPRDF) contacted by telephone from Nairobi. said the 
front had captured “the government's largest arms and 
ammunition factory” at Hormat. 120 kilometres (70 
miles) south-west of Addis Ababa on Tuesday. Rebel 
guerrillas advanced another 15 kilometres (nine miles) 
towards the capital on Wednesday. Mr. Affefa sand. 
capturing the town of Ambo. famous in Ethiopia for its 
fizzy mineral water. There was no independent confir- 
mation of the claim. 


The rebels have 
government o! 
the EPRDF. an 


d up pressure on the embattled 
Mengistu Haile-Mariam since 
| rebel groups led by the Tigray 


20 EAST AFRICA 


People’s Liberation Front. launched a coordinated offen- 
sive with the separatist Entrean People’s Liberation 
Movement (EPLF) in February. Last week the EPRDF 
claimed to have captured the Finch’a’a power station 
supplying Addis Ababa. The plant is about 160 kilome- 
tres (100 miles) west of the capital. 


Mr. Affefa could not specify the exact number of casu- 
alties from this week's fighting. He said the rebels had 
defeated about five government divisions, numbering 
between 60.000 and 75.000 troops. but declined to 
indicate the number of rebel fighters involved. He said 
government warplanes had bombed the Soviet-built fac- 
tory since it was Captured to stop the rebels producing 
arms there. but was unable to indicate the extent of the 
damage. 


As the EPRDF has tghtened the noose around the 
capital in central Ethiopia. threatening Addis Ababa 
from three sides. the EPLF. fighting for the indepen- 
dence of the Red Sea province of Eritrea. has advanced 
southwards along the coast towards Aseb, the only major 
port still in government hands. The EPRDF wants to 
replace Lieutenant-Colone!l Mengistu’s government with 
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a broad-based coalition representing all Ethiopia's ethnic 
groups. but has said 1t would consider independence for 
Eritrea. 


Last week Lt. Col. Mengistu. who took power in 1977 
three years after a group of army officers deposed 
Emperor Haile Selassie and declared Ethiopia a socialist 
State. offered to resign if it would help preserve national 
unity. But he quickly added that those seeking his ouster 
were trying to divide the country along ethnic lines— 
apparently ruling out his voluntary departure. 


Earher this week parliament called for a government of 
national unity and a cease-fire. saying that it accepted in 
principle that a multiparty system should be introduced. 
The parliament, or Shengo. called for a peace committee 
to be set up to oversee the transition to democracy and 
offered a general amnesty for political prisoners. How- 
ever, it also said all able-bodied adults should be con- 
scripted to defeat the rebel offensives. 


“We remain unmoved by the Shengo’s resolutions.~ said 
Mr. Affefa. “They said many things. but for us the 
bottom line is that they called for a general mobilisation 
against us. That means they still believe in a military 
solution.” 
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Mandela Reiterates 9 May Deadline Demand 
MB2604093491 Johannesburg SAP A in Enelish 
OS30 GMT 26 Apr 91 


[By Jonathon Rees} 


{Text} Johannesburg Apr 26 SAPA—Nelson Mandela 
flew home from England on Friday and said the Afcan 
National Congress [ANC] May 9 deadline to govern- 
ment remained very firm. 


“Unless government addresses our demands before May 
9. there wall be no discussions with them on an all party 
conference or a future constitution.” the ANC deputy 
president said at Jan Smuts Airport in Johannesburg. 


Mr Mandela said he had had “very cordial and produc- 
trve” talks with British premer Mr John Major. on 
whose invitation he had visited England. but no agree- 
ment had been reached on the sanctions rssue. 


He said he had also met former Bntrsh prime minister 
Mrs Margaret Thatcher during his visit. 


Government and media statements saying government 
had occupied the high moral ground were untrue. Mr 
Mandela said. 


“Nothing could be further from the truth” 


Government had moved from apartheid practice of 
naked racial discrimination to accepting the 35 year-old 
ANC commitment to one person one vote in a non racial 
South Afinca. 


“We have pursuaded them the salvation for South Afinca 
1S to sit and talk to the ANC” 


Mr Mandela said he may meet Mr De Klerk but would 
definitely not meet him after May 9 if goverment did not 
address ANC demands contained in their recent open 
letter to government. 


The demands included the sacking of Law and Order 
Minister Mr Adnaan Viok and Defence Minister Gen 
Magnus Malan. 


ANC's “Shadow Budget’ Proposal Examined 
MB2404 121491 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
24 Apr 91 p 20 


{Article by Shaun Johnson: “Clashing Budgets Not So 
Taxing” ] 


[Text] The ANC’s [Afncan National Congress] “shadow 
budget™ bears little resemblance to the real thing pro- 
duced by Barend du Plessis, but 1 has caused far less 
consternation in Government circles than might have 
been expected. 


The level of panic in business quarters which met the 
ANC proposals has. to the surprise of many observers. 
not been matched among Government economists. 
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Although there are chasms between key cconomuic policy 
precepts of the ANC and the Government. National 
Party [NP] sources told THE STAR this week that the 
publication of the ANC budget “did not cause us to 
throw up our hands in horror.” 


The “shadow budget™ (which 1s not. ut should be noted. 
a detailed proposal. but rather an exercise in altemng 
principles) upset businessmen prmanily because of a 
suggestion of additional government capend ture of 
nearly R[rand}60 bilhhon. and allegedly punitive taxation 
of the better-off in the socretys—all aimed at large-scale 
socio-cconomic upliftment 


But. according to semor NP sources involved in fiscal 
policy-making. “there 1s_ on the basis of the ANC docu- 
ment, a lot of space for negotiation. In fact. this 1s the 
beginning of a classic negotiating situation: If you want 
something. you first pui pnmces on it al that you know 
aren't feasible at all. | then offer as low as possible. At the 
end of the day you emerge on some sort of middie 
ground ~ 


The sources’ central argument against the ANC docu- 
ment 1s that tors “naire” Sand one NP poltman: 
“Everything revolves around the ANC’s assumption of a 
three percent annual growth rate. That would be ver 
nice indeed. but I'd love to know how they'll go about 
ectting 1t—some of their proposals will hall the prospects 
for growth. not stimulate them 


“If vou get that growth. obviously you're goung to have a 
lot of additional revenuc. you're going to create a tre- 
mendous number of jobs. and it’s going to change the 
economic situation in South Afnca completely ~ 


The sources said the removal of sanctions “would help” 
to stimulate growth. “but if they (the ANC) want to ect 
additional money by widening the income tax base to 35 
percent of the GDP [gross domestic products}. that 
means you're going to tax a lot of people who at the 
moment are generating growth in the economy ... You 
are taking away an extremely important source of devel- 
opment capital and also the incentive to develop ... 


“A lot of skilled whites might decide to leave. and if 
those are the tax bases that the businessmen are gong to 
be faced with—and furthermore if there 1s the possibility 
that the assets that they have built up could be natrona- 
lised—you aren't going to get businessmen coming here 
at all. They ll stay away.” 


The sources also found fault with several additional 
taxes mooted by the ANC, but not fully explained in the 
brief document: “I actually don’t understand what they 
mean by “the climination or limitation of tax expend- 
ture including incentives. or the ‘capital transfer tax’~ 
remarked one NP member. “and | am worned by 
others.” 


He rejected: 


—A capital gains tax. arguing that “nt would make any 
private entrepreneur's hair stand on end” 
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“There are acceptable forms of caprtal gains tar— which 
even we might consider—oul 1 depends on how much.” 
he sand. 


—A land tax, saying «t would “probably be something 
similar to a poll tax. bul meaning that heavy tax 
burdens will be placed on ownership of anything 
above a minimum amount of laad_~ 


“That will probably be the basic wea of progressive 
property tax. people who own property will be paying 
progressively more tax on the size of their properties.” 


—A minimum business tax, “which we fought agains! 
very strongly after the Margo Commission.” 


“It’s built into the system and discourages exports and 
makes vou less competitive on the export market.” 


The sources argued. overall. that “(South Afincan) ind:- 
viduals fall into a top tax category im the world __ And 
that 1s what we're trying to avond.~ 


Further, NP economists expressed concern about an 
ANC proposal to increase deficit financing to the “less 
conservative” figure of five percent. “Government will 
then be saddled with a tremendous interest bill. and a 
substantial amount of your revenue will have to be paid 
back as interest. Secondly. 1 doesnt meet up with 
International Monetary Fund requirements.” 


The NP appeared less uncomfortable with the ANC's 
actual plans for redirecting funds into socio-cconomic 
upliftment. but still voiced doubts about a new govern- 
ment’s ability to release funds of the magnitude 
described. 

It rs conceded. for example. that there wall be savings via 
the removal of “apartheid octuplication.” but ut is 
argued that these benefits will be far from immediate. as 
the old system has to be phased out: “You don’t just fire 
people. there has to be some sort of agreement with 
them.” 


The sources agreed with the ANC’s identification of 
areas of primary need (for example housing. health and 
education), but argued that “a lot of money should be 
spent in creating the necessary infrastructure to 
encourage people to come into the economic world.” 


“For instance by using development corporations much 
more extensively .. By doing that you will increase 
(black peoples’) levels of wealth and put them in a 
position to look after their own requirements. 


“If a guy builds himself a better house, moves to a better 
you are Starting to encourage private 

ownership and develping an economic culture _. A lot 1s 

going to depend on the levels of political stability. 


“But I've got no gripes at all about what they (the ANC) 
have got to do about pnmary health clinics. the rural 
infrastructure and the hke.~ 


The sources concluded that the ANC proposals coukd 
have been “a jot further away from our view.” bul 
remained worned about the most basic coonomnc tencts 
underlying the ANC approach. 


“What really should happen.” sand one. “if you wani to 
follow the route of countnes that are developing very 
quickly cconomucally. 1s to reduce vour tax base, and to 
reduce the percentage of tax in the GDP That generates 
a lot more growth. Now if you take thrs money out of the 
companies and from individuals to achieve certain 
soco-coonomuc development programmes. or to achieve 
a redistnbutnon of income. you're going Completely away 
from the economic system which 1s based on the pact 


ples of free enterprise. 


“Now you're becoming an cconomy m which Govern- 
ment control plays a far greater role. and which 1s based 
on more socialistic eas. 


“That wormes up about the ANC. but | think u's 
absolutely necessarn thal the ume comes soon v- hen one 
can sit around and start talking about the coonomic 
structures that thrs country requires—<ven in budgctarn 
detail.” 


ANC's Natal Branch Chairman, Family killed 
M1B2504130191 Umiata Capital Radio in English 
100 GMT 25 Apr 91 


[Text] A Natal ANC [Afnncan National Congress} branch 
chairman, along with his wife and daughter. have been 
shot and killed. Moomnver branch chairman. Derek 
Majola. his wife Mavis. and thei four vear old daughter 
were killed in their home at Brandville. The ANC has 
strongly condemned the killing. saying they view the 
attack as a clear indication that hu squads are bent on 
destroying the ANC. 


Buthelezi: Resolve To Solve Problems E\ists 


MB2404110491 Umtata Capital Radio im English 
1000 GMT 24 Apr 9! 


[Text] Inkatha leader Mangosuthu Buthelez: says despite 
the recent deaths of over 1.000 Inkatha members. there 
still exists a national resolve to solve South Afinca’s 
proble ns. Speaking in Ulundi last night. Buthelez: sand 
that the safest course of action is to normalize the 
country as a modern Western-type democracy. He warns 
that the political solutions could be torn apart by bad 
economics, and that difficult umes he ahead. 


Criticizes ANC Education Policy 


MB2S04105391 Umtata Capital Radio in Enelish 
0800 GMT 25 Apr 9! 


[Text] Inkatha has again lashed out at ANC [Afncan 
National Congress] policies. Inkatha Freedom Party 
leader, Mangosuthu Buthelez, has accused the ANC and 
its alhes of creating a lost generation after 1976, through 
the lack of education. Buthclez: was speaking al a 
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tmannual conference of KuaZulu school inspectors vos- 
terday wm Uluad:. He says there ss no sucn a thing as 
hberanon now education later. refermng tw a former 
ANC slogan. Buthelez: also sand Mack poopie must stop 
Naming all thew prodiems on aparthod 


Political Priseners Te Be Released 25. 26 Apr 


WRlS04]7119)] Johanacshure SABC TT! ] Network 
m Atedaans 1545 GMT OS Apr 9! 


[Text] The majonty of apphcanons for indemat mm 
terms of the agreement between the government and the 
Afnmcan National Congress have been dealt with. Justice 
Monsster Mr. Kotee Coctsee sand a short whole ago al a 
news conference in Cape Town that most of the 
remaining apphcalhions ought t© bave been processed 
within the nev 48 hours 


He also announced that 60 more pohtcal prisoners are 
to be released today or tomorrow. That would keave onl 
about 200 pohnecal prrsoners whose apphcations have to 
be attended to. Mr. Coetsee added that the government 
has granted s. months amnesty to prsoners held for 
other misdemeanors. 


25 Apr Press Review on ANC Hani’s Statements 
WBlS04) 7508) 


[Ednonal Report) 


THE STAR 


Ham: Has Little Regard for Judicial Process— 
Johannesburg THE STAR om English on 25 Apni ina 
page 22) edvtonal states: “Despite the corrosive effect of 
unfair laws and unjust law-makers. the countrn’s fore. 
MOS! judges retain a reputation tor impeccable integnty 
There need be no fear that Mrs Mandela's formal tnal 
will be influenced by protagonrsts. close as they may 
come to legal contempt. Justice. we are sure. will be soon 
to be done.” THE STAR notes Chis Hani’s threat that 
mass acvon would be taken of Winnie Mandela was 
convacted “—and. mm the ewent of her being jared, 
mstant release when the ANC [Afincan National Con- 
gress) came to power.” “Mr Hams. it 1s clear, has hittle 
regard for the pudimal process. Neither does he soem to 
regard as unduly semous Cromenal charges that include 
hodnapping and zssauh ~ 


BUSINESS DAY 


Ham: Threatens To Overule Judioian—"“Chns Hanis 
promises that an ANC government would free a jared 
Winnme Mandela and that a conviction would icad to 
mass action are a chilling forctaste of what could he in 
store for a New South Afinca.” declares Johannesburg 
BUSINESS DAY in English on 25 Apri om a page 6 
editonal. “If the rule of law can be overturned, as Han 
beheves rt should be. to favour party stalwarts. what of 
the other constitutional proposals pul forward by the 
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ANC Would thes be worth the paper the, ecre erntien 
on™” BUSINESS DAY urges the ANC © “wreguivo- 
cally” declare as pocjeon “Does a cadore Hans 
promises” Ham has preenrsed mobocracs. not the fine 
Gemocracy Constructed un the ANC'S comstitutvonal pro- 
posals. The cowntn needs the assurance that bes veces 
are an aberration and not offical ANC poh ~ 


* Software Being Napplied te ‘evict | anion 
9) 4F0S614 Johannestere ENGINEERING NERS 
wm Emelish 15 War 9] p 1D 


[Text] To the Ednor—C ongratulanons on an mteresting 
pulixabon 


| want tO COMMe;Ri OF a SMatlement made by Goalfin MD 
[Managing Dorector] Allan Pree in THE ENGI 
NEERING NEWS, Februar 15. 199! 


He says that he Doheves Goaltin’s software package ss the 
first locally) manufactured package t© bx used m the 
Sovect Umon 


The Center for Expenmental and Numencal Thermo- 
flow (Cent) rs a research and development group mm the 
Department of Mechanical Engencemng at the U niver- 
sty of Pretona 


We have developed a thermal analyses programme. 
Qurck, whoch. miter aha. prodaxts indoor aw tempere- 
tures and sensite and latent hoads im Durkdings 


There are over 140 kegal copecs of Quack im use m 26 
countnes all over the work’. mcluding Chena and the 
USSR 


The programme has been im use on the Sowet Unon 
since the beginning of 1990. Prof EH Mathews Head 
Cent, Faculty of Engincenng. Uanersty of Pretona, 
Pretoma 0002. (01220-9111 


* Navy U parading Telecommunications System 
91 4F096 1B Johanncshure ENGINEERING NEWS 
im English 28 Mar 91 p 8 


[Text] The South Afincan navy's tclccommunncathons 
networks at Salsburn Island and the Bluff, Durban. are 
bong revamped 


An cursting system rs being upgraded and moved from 
the Bluff to Salisbury Island to give thes base a Dogger 
communrcations fact, ath room for cxpancon 


A smalicr system 1s being instalicd at the Bluff has. 
which wall be hnked up to the one on the sland 


“The systems we are pulteng mm well be wical for the 
Navy's current needs in Durban and will prowde for 
growth in future Communncations requirements” says 
Gordon Harvey. a Natal manager of Phiohps Telecom 
which 1s Carrying oul the revamp 
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Angola 


Twe MPLA-UNITA Agreements (nneenced 


UB OOM SS 9) Luanda Domcstn Soren 
ye Portuguese O30 GMT OS apr 9! 


[Repor trom Lishon by correspondent Andcowro Joao} 


[Text] Derao Barroso. the Portagucee modhator at the 
Angolan Goverament-UNITA [National Umon for the 
Toaral Independence of Angola) peace aks. granted a aces 
conference at Baoesse last naught. however, be GNI nol 
boon reached on the spocfixcanon of UNITAS pobaxal 
mghts once the coasfire comes mmo force. Defimave 
agreement has also Doorn achecved Comccrmeng The Stractwre 
and authont. of the Jount Pohtcal and Vbhian Comm. 
son [OCPM) wtech well be respomsic for goncralls super- 
Vrsing the om~plomeniatran of the politcal and mibtan 
accords to ome from These poace talks 


As alwans Durao Barroso was vor Cawtioes He Gnd not 
Grsclose amy cComorete Getaits comcermimg the alorcsand 
agreements on The rocagmitron of UNITAS pohtcal nghts 
and CCPMS authont, and stracturc. which 1s abroads scon 
as the Stracture for 2 Iramwtonal govcrmment 


The Portugucse scorctan of state for forcgn affairs and 
CoOOPCTavION Rote Thal Uke poacc Laks arc POW acusing 
on law. order. and mmtcrnal order rssucs for the pornad of 
tramevion Durao Barroso admittad major ditfiowlucs. 
however partrowlarts on drscussroms rogendung Ue torma- 
Won of a singh army amd the Mann pounds comcenmng the 
coastire umplementanon. He sand those sus wll 
roquire More um<doprh analyers 


The Portugucse mechator sand thal the poace talks arc 
Stull scheduled to Close om BW) Appryl bat be added that I 
FS RECESNATN DO CORRE The Lalks Revond Thal datc thal 
ms what we are here for 


Durao Rarroso sand that he wants Uhe accords to prov ade 


chough guarantess for first. an cfhective and respect 
coasfire and. scoond. for free and fai cloctroms 


Regarding the dcadbncs for the coasfire and for the 
hokhing of clocvom. the Portuguese scorclan of star for 
foregn affairs and cooperation sand We are sine ung for the 
ceasefire accord to be signed om May. and 18 months may 
be the me betecen the coasfive and the holding of 
lecvions. Unul then, however. there soll much tw be 
dome At cast that was the emprcesson Duran Barrow ict at 
the Pees conference om Brocese last mght marking the firs 
anniversan of Angolan Govermment-U NIT A poace talks 


Second Special Congress Centinecs in | wanda 


VUBIS087 9559) | manda Domest Serve 
me Pormencewe 1900 GUT OS apr 67 


Teat] The proceedings of the MPLA [Popelar Movement 
the Literate of Angola abor Party Scoond Spec! 
Congress continved thrs afternoon eth hithe ymtormation as 
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the plenary, session GN) nol lake place Cine of The Coordina- 
ONS OF COMMISION. Grscusseng Pa;rls Program and sialwics 
@as CUPCCRA LO Prescml The roporl on Grscussions 


The sessron Cxaimeneng the goncral gunichincs on The parts 
SUratogs Gung Uho maltuparty pobltical phase Contac. tO 
take place Dohend Closed door, Pt rhe sesso conchidcs 
this CvORUNg 2s TS CUpECIEd. Thon The Gologatcs well hold a 
pina scsson lomorrow A nwmber of praposah and 
BMOMAIMCHMTS Made dy Gologates on Vhor ComMrssions wl! 
he presenta al the session for appro. al 


The Commmrssion Charged eth the parts. program con- 
Cedad ts proceedings Uh mormeng Ths altcrnoon. thc 
commrssion Charged wath the MPL A-Labor Part. draft 
Matures also concluded Ws proccedungs 


* Situation of Country S VMiecat Industry PE vamined 
4) 1F-0907°8 l wanda JORN A DI ANGOLA 
ye Portuguese 1 Var ip 2 


{Tex) Namitc— The nica of stxckung to the production 
goal of 7 174 toms of meal scl Forth wn The Two-voar plan 
tor 199) 199!) while pragressivels slasheng ymports last 
wocckond won the appro. al of moaupackers hore Support 
tor whe prapostion cmonged during he Thertconth 
Mocurng of the Expanded Board of the National \niemal 
Products Distr dbetrng Company. DIN APROP-L Tt 


The moctnmg took place from 2) t 23 Fobrean and 
wmowdead roprescmlatives trom vhe provences of Ll wanda 
Sowth Kuanza Bongucla Hurla Huamto and Namitc 
The dclogates deherated of matter concerning the 
aperalron amd admenntralron of Thor Compans 


The Board's final Communrquc sand the results of activ- 
woes Canned owt over The past voar were goncrall, posr- 
wve Rosaed the compan, had ads anced towards goals scl 
al the prev rows hoard mectung ad. dewpite several otsia- 
ches, made progress un ts cfhorts to market Cnoagh carte 
Ww satiety domesin domands for moat 


Thre communiquc highhghtad attompe to us trom rural 
producers thal garnered 1.101.961 hoad of catthe. goats. 
and savnc, OF this total. the company ought 28) 110 
hoad marketed through the Commerce Menitn The 
anumals woghad a total of 7.2417 toms on The hoot and 
vicki rough moal to satiety 49 percent of overall 
markct demand 


Moal productron decreased | 284.6 toms. (about OS per 
COND) dwryng The past voat eith pork owtpal sufloring the 
mggest drap This happened Rocawse bag rarwng has 
hocomme PCAT to pmpossiic Empty and alandonad pons 
wadcate The scctor 1s on The verge of collapse 


Breeders of bags have Uhroen how hands ap hocaee 
production of toad. and expecsally of bran. has come to a 
Mandl Skortagc. of modrouncs moan thal animals 
often do Rot Cl Prams Vetornarn care and @rorance oF 

breeding lochnegqecs ns endespread As a row. 
DIN APROP markcung goals proved ummposehic to 
roach 
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The board conceded that lifting price controls on meat 
products would be unwise because the company is not able 
to acquire all the working capital it would need for an 
effective annual marketing plan. Without the controls, 
immediate changes would be necessary in the prices at 
which cattle is bought and meat is sold to consumers. 


The communique said the prices at which meat is sold or 
cattle is bought mainly reflect the failure to get as many 
animals as planned to market. The way these funda- 
mental issues are managed will determine what can be 
done to solve the problems of consumers and how the 
company should be structured in order to meet its 
corporate objectives. 


The board approved resolutions needed to assure con- 
tinued adherence to major policy guidelines and to finish 
projects carried out during the year. The body looked 
into several issues of training and company accounting 
procedures. It gave its blessing to a package of measures 
designed to raise capital for DINAPROP from the pri- 
vate sector with an eye towards its future restructuring as 
a firm to be called SOCARNE. 


Before this plan is submitted to higher authority for 
approval, it must offer an appropriate formula for the 
distribution of corporate capital among would-be 
domestic and foreign investors, the communique said. 


Dr. Joao Pereira de Sousa, the company’s director gen- 
eral who also serves as Huila’s assistant provincial com- 
missar for economic affairs and productivity, presided 
over the meeting. Under his direction, the group recog- 
nized the plight of the southern Angola provinces of 
Namibe, Huila, Cunene, and Kuando Kubango which 
fell far below their quotas for shipments to provinces 
where meat is in short supply. Shipments came to 9 
percent of the quota, and only 1,694 of a planned 19,788 
head of cattle made the trip to the provinces of Benguela, 
South Kwanza, and North Luanda. 


Participants in the meeting estimated that marketing plans 
for both cattle and meat reached only 45 percent of the 
goals set for them and fell 28 percent below 1989 figures. 
This was attributed to the fact that the quantity and quality 
of goods made available to peasants in exchange for their 
animals failed to satisfy their demands. Also suppliers of 
goods to the rural sector failed to take into account 
variations in taste and custom from one region to another. 
The final communique said DINAPROP set aside 
409,403.5 million Nkz [new kwanzas] exclusively for its 
planned marketing fund. The document expressed concern 
about the quantities of goods imported for the rural market 
and about delays in their arrival. 


It is important to note that cattle is very plentiful in the 
country’s southern region. However, numbers are falling 
off considerably due to the mortality rate from such 
diseases as peripneumonia, carbuncles, and other ailments 
the could be prevented by vaccination. Equally noteworthy 
is the fact that despite marketing efforts in the area’s rural 
districts and its status as the nation’s breadbasket, produc- 
tivity in the south remains sluggish. In any case, 
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DINAPROP disclosed in its final communique that the 
company’s income over the past year totalled 292,276,691 
Nkz. 


Next year’s board meeting is scheduled to return to 
Namibe, but the exact site for the gathering remains 
uncertain. 


Namibia 


* Despite Liberal Code, No New Major Investment 


9]AF0962A London AFRICA ANALYSIS in English 
22 Feb 91 p4 


[Article: ““Namibia Goes Fishing for Investment”; quo- 
tation marks as published] 


[Text] Windhoek. The Namibian Government's com- 
mitment to a ‘market economy based on social respon- 
sibility’ continues to enjoy support from across the local 
political spectrum, but has so far failed to attract signif- 
icant new investment. Despite the attendance of some 
150 companies—60 of them from South Africa—at a 
public sector investment conference here earlier this 
month, there has been no sign yet of any new initiatives. 


Although the new foreign investment act which came 
into being in December last year provides no regional 
grants or tax holdings, it has been generally well 
received. Economically liberal, it provides for equal 
treatment of foreign and local investors without any 
compulsory joint venture or minimum local equity pro- 
visions. Only in the mining and energy sectors does the 
state reserve the right to participate. 


There remain high expectations here, however, of invest- 
ment in fisheries, especially following the support given 
to Namibia by the European Community. The country 
has been awarded ‘least developed’ rather than ‘less 
developed’ status under the Lome convention. This will 
mean qualifying for Stabex [Export Stabilization Fund] 
payments at a much lower threshold to compensate for 
lost export earnings as well as Sysmin [Mineral Produc- 
tion] assistance for uranium and copper mines. Namibia 
has also been given a 10,000 tonne beef quota. 


But while fisheries is a favoured area for development, 
along with the expansion of the country’s minerals base, 
the government is keen to encourage labour intensive 
developments in manufacturing and agriculture in an 
attempt to combat a 40 percent unemployment figure. 


Although Namibia's highly promising geology makes the 
mining sector at first sight attractive, low world prices 
are a dampener. Rossing Uranium, already operating at 
75 percent capacity, is to discuss a further production cut 
in March. The company has also frozen recruitment and 
faces a wage demand in excess of 26 percent in coming 
weeks from the Mineworkers’ Union of Namibia. 


Rossing will, however, spend R rands]3.3m in 1991 to 
evaluate a large graphite ore body near Ojiwarongo in 
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north-central Namibia. Consolidated Diamond Mines this 
month also commissioned a new, 75,000 carat facility at 
Chameis beach and the 250,000 carat operation at Eliza- 
beth Bay is scheduled to come on stream by the middle of 
next year. These two new operations should reverse the 
recent decline in diamond production. 


The major source of business interest has been the 
intense, behind-the-scenes lobbying by security printers 
Thomas de la Rue and Lonrho subsidiary, Harrison & 
Sons, for the contract to print Namibia’s new currency 
(AFRICA ANALYSIS, no. 115). Ata recent government 
currency subcommittee meeting, de la Rue’s proposals— 
including denominations up to $200—were apparently 
favoured. Harrisons won the earlier contract for 
Namibian passports. 


* Diamond Thefts Put at 15 Percent of Production 


914F0962B Windhoek TIMES OF NAMIBIA 
inEnglish 4 Mar 91 pp 1,2 


{Article: ‘Diamond Drain” —first paragraph is TIMES 
OF NAMIBIA introduction] 


[Text] While an official of the Ministry of Mines put the 
figure lost to theft in the diamond industry at 10 percent, 
well-placed sources say that illegal diamond dealing is 
estimated to be at least 15 percent of production. 


This translates into a loss of between R[{rands]65 million 
and R100 million in exports—with the vast majority of 
sources opting for the last, or an even higher figure. 


Both police and mining companies agree that the illegal 
diamond trade is controlled by tightly-organised rings of 
smugglers, dependent on a “grassroots supply” from the 
mining areas. 


The rate of theft is increasing dramatically. A police 
spokesman said that during the first two months of 1991, 
the amount of recovered diamonds already equalled the 
value of that recovered during the final nine months of last 
year. 


That means a loss to the state of between R45.5 million 
and R70 million in taxes. 


A spokesman at Oranjemund was reluctant to say that 
the Mineworkers Union of Namibia [MUN] has been 
ineffective in combatting illegal diamond dealing. It has 
been learned, however, that discussions between the 
government and CDM [Consolidated Diamond Mines] 
focussed on ways to persuade the union to be more 
active in fighting the growing problem of theft. 


During the last year, the diamond industry showed a 
decline of about 20 percent in production. In the light of 
the fact that since 1988, the average price per carat 
showed a marked increase, the decline could be wiped 
out if the rate of theft dropped. 


In a recessive market with sharp declines in the world prices 
of uranium, copper and lead, a curb in the rise of diamond 
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theft could turn the diamond industry into the only mining 
sector with an immediate growth potential. This is even 
more true, when it is taken into account that diamonds are 
not subject to fluctuating market prices. The precious gems 
come with a guaranteed market, as both the production and 
selling side, through the Central Selling Organisation, are 
controlled by De Beers, the mother company of CDM. 


But the overwhelming number of cases of theft apparently 
go undetected. This is partly due to the reluctance of the 
mining industry to enforce security measures. However, 
with the rate of thefts rising, the industry, said Mr. Dave 
Fanshawe, CDM’s Oranjemund public relations manager, 
has become more determined to eliminate these losses. 


During the first month and half of this year, CDM 
reported the recovery of 275 diamonds weighing 347 
carats. The thieves sought the bigger and more expensive 
stones, those in excess of one carat. 


Between March and December 1990 the diamond squad 
recovered diamonds worth R2.2 million. 


The stones recently recovered were stolen as the result of 
“certain irregularities” at the recovery plant. The arrest 
of nine employees followed. Mr. Fanshawe said an 
undisclosed number of other staff had been suspended 
on full pay, pending further investigation. 


Diamonds contributed R653 million to Namibia’s 
exports in 1990. This amounted to 779,000 in carat 
weight, al an average of R838 per carat. A 15 percent loss 
of production to theft would disclose a “hidden” 
119,900 carats and R100 million. 


Once stolen diamonds are in the hands of smuggling 
syndicates, the Central Selling Organisation, in control- 
ling the open market, is often held at ransom by the 
syndicates, which force them to “buy back” their “own” 
diamonds in order to maintain market stability. 


Recent reports quoted CDM spokesman Clive Cowly as 
saying that his company approached Minister of Finance 
Otto Herrigel on the problem, while the Ministers of Mines 
and Trade and Industry had previously been approached. 


A search of shops near miners’s accommodations were 
conducted on 14 September last year, causing serious 
labour unrest. The search, called “savage” and “in 
contradiction with the Constitution” by then Secretary 
General of MUN and currently Deputy Minister Ben 
Ulenga, led to a two-day wild-cat strike by 4,000 CDM 
employees at Oranjemund. 


During the search, a number of diamonds were recov- 
ered, one of them in excess of 11 carats, CDM took 
disciplinary action against the workers. The dispute 
lingered on until the end of January when the govern- 
ment appointed a conciliation board. 
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Zimbabwe 


* National Census Scheduled for August 


9]4F0971B Harare THE HERALD in English 
14 Mar 91 pl 


[Text] Zimbabwe will conduct its second population 
census since independence in August next year al a cost 
of $25 million. 


The last census was held in 1982 and because of the high 
costs involved in the exercise, it was decided that popula- 
tion census should be held once every 10 years. The 
government will provide $16 million for the exercise and 
the United Nations Fund for Population Activities will 
provide $4 million. The other $5 million will be provided 
by the Swedish International Development Authority. 


Speaking at a Press conference yesterday, the director of 
the Central Statistical Office, Cde Gibson Mandishona, 
said the provision of population data helped the nation 
to plan various economic programmes. 


He said the 1992 exercise would be more detailed in 
scope and coverage because it will be heavily comput- 
erised. He appealed for maximum cooperation from 
citizens and employers to enable the exercise, which 
would start on 18 August, to be a success. The exercise 
would take 10 days, he said. 


The taking of a census enabled the government to enu- 
merate other socio-economic characteristics like educa- 
tion, employment and sex. A complete analysis of the 
results will take four or five years to come out, but 
provisional results would be given after three or four weeks 
from the date the counting exercise is completed, he said. 


The first phase, which involves mapping work, has 
already started and is expected to take 18 months. About 
25,000 enumerators and 5,000 supervisors will take part 
in the exercise. 


It is estimated that the population in the country is about 
10 million. 


* Expected Crop Production Figures Given 


914F0971C Harare THE HERALD in English 
18 Mar 91 pl 


[Text] Deliveries of maize, soyabeans, sunflower, sor- 
ghum, mhunga and rapoko to the Grain Marketing 
Board [GMB] this marketing year will be below last 
year’s targets with maize going down by almost half of 
the 1990 levels. 


Almost |.2 million tonnes of maize was delivered to the 
GMB last year. But only 675,000 tonnes is expected this 
year, the first estimated by the Crop Forecasting Com- 
mittee, he said. The committee was chaired by the 
Central Statistical Office which sat on 8 March. 


An indifferent start to the planting season coupled with 
poor rains in the 1990/91 season has meant that yields of 
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most food crops with the exception of groundnuts have 
dropped. All varieties of cotton are also expected to be 
up on last year’s levels. 


From 1,092,700 ha committed to maize this season, 
1,625,060 tonnes of maize is expected although only 
675,000 tonnes will be sold to the GMB—peasant 
farmers accounting for the bulk. 


Commercial farmers are expected to produce 585,700 
tonnes but deliver only 280,000 tonnes. Most of the com- 
mercial crop is kept for livestock feeding. Despite producing 
more than a million tonnes, communal and resettlement 
farmers are only selling 395,000 tonnes to GMB. 


Total areas committed to soyabeans this season was less 
than that of last year. A total of 100,990 tonnes is expected 
from a littke more than 50,000 ha. Almost all of the crop 
will be coming from the commercial farming sector. Last 
year, 117,490 tonnes was expected at this stage. 


The drop, though slight, may mean that vegetable oil 
supply could be affected. Fortunately, deliveries of 
groundnuts are expected to be higher this year. More 
area was committed to the crop and 18,240 tonnes is 
expected to be delivered to the GMB as compared to last 
year’s 17,165 tonnes. 


A total of 219,199 tonnes of Albar cotton is expected to be 
delivered to the Cotton Marketing Board. Communal and 
resettlement farmers will account for 153,220 tonnes. 


Cotton is one of the major cash crops in communal 
areas. A total of 2,700 tonnes of Deltapine cotton is 
expected and 22.102 tonnes of Delmac. Last year, 
because of germination problems, only 15,513 tonnes of 
Delmac was delivered. 


A total of 54.500 tonnes of the sunflower deliveries are 
expected to come from the communal and resettlement 
farmers. 


The trend of declining production of the small grains 
continues again this year. Sorghum, mhunga and rapoko 
deliveries are below those of last year. 


Although 73,276 tonnes of sorghum is expected—54,040 
tonnes by communal and resettlement farmers, only 
4.411 tonnes will be sold. While maize is the staple food 
in the country, a lot of sorghum is going to be retained 
for home consumption. 


Of the 83.915 tonnes of mhunga only 4,400 tonnes is 
being sent to the GMB. More than 70,000 tonnes of 
rapoko is expected but only 1,700 tonnes will be sold. 


The government announced measures to allow for the 
sale of these small grains between people without the 
GMB getting involved. 
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* Maize-Rice Barter Deal Signed With Australia 


9/4F0969C Harare THE HERALD tn English 
15 Mar Yl pl 


[Text] Australia and Zimbabwe yesterday signed a tri- 
partite maize-rice barter deal in which Zimbabwe will 
receive 8,108 tonnes of rice in exchange of every 15,000 
tonnes of maize it gives to Mozambique. 


The Australian rice would be for local consumption 
while the maize from Zimbabwe would be distributed to 
displaced Mozambicans. Each consignment ts valued at 
about $5.5 million. 


The Grain Marketing Board [GMB] general manager. 
Cde Renson Gasela, and the Australian High Commis- 
sioner to Zimbabwe, Mr Joe Thwaites, signed the agree- 
ment in Harare. Zimbabwe would send 90 percent of the 
total tonnage soon with the remainder to be delivered 
after the rice consignment ts received. 


Cde Gasela said rice from this deal would last until 
December and according to reliable sources, the GMB 
stocks of rice stood at 7.804 tonnes as at | March. 


He said unless some measures were taken in September 
to add to the current stocks, the country will have no rice 
from the beginning of next year. He was grateful of the 
present deal but, however, said that the consignment 
would not meet the demand. 


Similar deals have been signed between the two coun- 
tries before. 


* Water Crisis May Halt German Project 
YIAFO971E Harare THE FINANCIAL GAZETTE 
in English 8 Mar 91 p 1 


[Article by David Mazura] 


[Text] The ripple effects of the water crisis facing Bula- 
wayo are beginning to be felt with reports this week that 
two German companies intending to invest about $9 
million in the city could shelve their plans unless they are 
assured of a guaranteed water supply. 


The water crisis is now the cause of grave concern in 
business circles raising fears that the new turn of events 
could signal the beginning of disinvestment in the city. 
The investment by the two German companies would 
have been the first major venture in the city by foreign 
investors over the past decade. 


Sources closely involved with the investment declined to 
disclose the nature of the venture for what they said was 
fear it could be hijacked by competitors. But the venture 
is believed to have been the first of its kind in Africa. 


A number of local industrialists together with the Confed- 
eration of Zimbabwe Industries are reported to be engaged 
in concerted efforts to persuade the foreign investors to 
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either reconsider Bulawayo for the venture or choose Esigo- 
dini, 40km to the south of the city, as an alternative. 


While Bulawayo municipal officials are aware of the 
issue, they said they could not comment. They also 
declined to say what measures the local authority was 
taking to solve the water crisis which threatens the city’s 
continued growth. 


Bulawayo has over the past few years seen an unprece- 
dented growth which has created a two-pronged problem 
for the city. The city’s dams no longer guarantee con- 
tinued water supplies because of the drought ravaging 
the region, while the existing water pumping facilities 
fail to cope with the demand. 


Although work on the project to increase water pumping 
capacity for the city was scheduled to start some time 
between December 1990 and January this year, the 
scheme 1s still at a standstill with no reason being given 
for the delay. 


* Company Produces Rail Cars for Uganda 


9]AF09714 Harare THE FINANCIAL GAZETTE 
in English 15 Mar 91 p 1 


[Text] Morewear Industries has delivered the first batch 
of 100 rail wagons to Uganda worth U.S.$4.6 million 
and has begun working on the next batch, company 
chairman Abner Botsh said this week. 


The company signed a U.S.$14 million contract with 
Uganda railway authorities two years ago for the supply 
of 300. The 100 wagons recently dispatched comprise 
the first of a series of batches to be dispatched. 


Mr Botsh said the wagons were delivered late last year 
and the next batch would be possibly dispatched to 
Uganda at the end of this year. 


He said although the company had experienced foreign 
currency shortages which limited imports of raw mate- 
rials, it had kept ahead of schedule in deliveries of the 
wagons to Uganda. 


A team of Ugandan parliamentarians last week visited 
Morewear Industries and saw some of the wagons being 
manufactured and it is reliably understood Uganda is 
looking for more wagons in addition to the 300 being 
imported from Zimbabwe. 


As a long-term marketing strategy, Mr Botsh said his 
company planned to undertake a careful study of the 
wagon and general rail requirements of countries in East 
and Southern Africa with a view to incorporating these 
in future contracts. 


In a related development, Morewear Industries will 
deliver 22 rail fuel tankers to Malawi at the end of this 
month in a contract worth $7 million. 


The Morewear Industries chief said the company 
clinched the Malawi contract late last year and another 
one worth $3 million recently for the supply of mining 
cars to Zambia. 
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